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A third Oakland victim of 
the tragedy was Charles 
W. Lewis. 
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river. 


Mrs. Oscar Vi 


Arnold Robar, caslatant > 
steward, also was killed, 


teel is 


Injured, by 


Ball Game in Cleveland Goes On 


CLEVELAND, Aug. 14. — (P) — 
Oscar Vitt guided his Cleveland In- 
dians in their third place battle 
with the Chicago White Sox yester- 
day after assurance that his wife was 
only slightly injured in the wreck of 
the. Southern Pacific streamliner 
train in Nevada. 

Mrs, Vitt was with ‘their 


son, 


Here’s the way the “City of San Francisco”’ 
before yesterday. 


 eginhit eeuar einen. alee ee 7 “+ ane po m4 


; 


i 
: 
; 
’ 
: 
' 


| Robert, who was returning to college 
1in California. He was uninjured, 

| Vitt said he first received a report 
| from friends that Mrs. Vitt had been 
| killed but later was advised by news- 
yapermen and by representatives of 
the railroad that she was hot seri- 
ously hurt and would telephoné’him 
from Reno. 
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Wreck: 6 Cars Smashed 


Oakland-Bound Streamliner 
Hits Rock in Nevada: 
Dead Are Members of Crew 


Engineer Ran Half 
Mile to Sound Alarm 


Engineer Edward Hecox, pilot of 
the wrecked. streamliner “City .of 
San Francisco,” sounded the alarm 
which brought help, although he was 
badly shaken in the crash himself. 
Southern Pacific officials reported 
here today. 

He ran approximately half a mile 
up the right of way along the Hum- 
boldt River in Nevada before he 
found a company telephone and was 
able to get a call through to Carlin, 
20 miles edstward. 


Se et ee a 


terres 


and After Death Struck 
In this A. P. Wirephoto, the streamliner City of San Francisco is sl 


of the finest and fastest trains in America 
The twisted s 


Edgar Metoyer (above) who | 
dove for hodies, and Dr. 
_E. A. Betts, who gave aid. 


: 
| 
| 
| 


'when the westbound streamliner 
| derailed one mile east of Harney, Nev., Southern Pacific 


Twelve persons were. killed 


* 
and one missing last night 
“City of San Francisco” was 
Rail- 


AVA 


road Company announced in San Francisco. 

| The company said the train struck a rock and 17 cars were 
hurled off the track. 
All the victims were members of the dining car crew. The 


19wn speeding through the high Sierra, one} 
. The other shows the tangled wreckage in the bed of the Humboldt 
all that remains of the luxurious dining and club cars. 


; 


of the two 
victim's. 


A. closer view 


a 


'names were 


'and 


| ;}rugged mountain country of north- 
\) 


p-m., 


missing man is’ a conductor. 

A ‘special train was dis- 
patched from Oakland at mid- 
night to the scene of the wreck. the 
local dispatcher’s office said. 

The. crew members, according to 
the local Southern Pacifie office, ate 
from the Ogden: division. Their 
not known here. Local 
crew members are taken aboard at 
Sacramento. 

A large number of persons were 
reported to have been injured, 

Dispatches said a hospital train 
had reached the scene of the wreck 
with doctors and nurses from Reno 


|at midnight. Other hospital trains 


are on their 
Sparks and Reno. 

several cars of the 17-car train 
were said to have been thréwn into 
the Humboldt River. 
EN ROUTE TO OAKLAND 

The train. was en 
Chicago to Oakland. 

It Jeft Chicago Friday 
was running th 


way from Carlin, 


route from 
morning. 
rough the 


Nevada. at the time 
which occurred 
Pacific time: 


—, _ 


eastern 
wreck, 


Of 


about 


the 


9:30 


cars in which 


met.death. © 
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til overcome by exhaustion and blood loss.—Tribune photo. 





Sam Wall, of Alameda, 
died yesterday of /injuries 
sulfered in the streamline 
train crash, f 


Helen Heary, Oakland girl, 
whe . was. killed 


- ape : — 


‘ 
CHILD LEFT ALONE | 


am, only licensed physician on the train, Relat ives F ly 
who cave medical attention to victims.—Tribune photo, | To A id Injured 


A chartered United Air Lines 
Mainliner took off for Elko, Nev., 
yesterday morning with eight per- 
sons aboard, relatives or friends 
of persons injured in the wreck of 
the streamliner. Those flying to 
the scene were Harry Camp, Meyer: 
Camp, Mrs. H, Marcus, Dr. D. N. 
Richards, Miss B. Husun, Mr. and 
Mrs. F, R. Sanford of 860 Geary 
street, and L. McWilliams, 895 Vic- 
toria street, San Leandro. 





Two Women Killed 
En Route to Fair | 


Two young Chicago women en'! 
route to the West Coast to spend | 
their vacations at the Golden Gate | 
Fair were among those killeq in! 
the Nevada train wreck. 

They were Miss Katherine ¥. 
Kurz, 28, chief clerk of a law firm, 
and Miss Eleanor D. Martin, 29, of 
suburban Oak Park. | 
. : Miss Kurz, born in Morning Sun, } 

c Ke a3 i ie aay Iowa, was a graduate of the Uni- | 
Arnold Robar, Alamedan oS - , 3 Bae Gite eee 
whose death in the wreck Be 3 ere Page pee ae 
of the “City of San Fran- ae Sai | 
cisco” made his 6-months- 


old daughter an orphan, 


| i, Observation Car 
0 / ea : ae Passenger Escapes 
6-MONTHS-O | | : : | : A : : is Ted iti San oe sales 
MADE ORPHAN BY 4 : is / : oe . 3 “ £ on jman, riding in the streamliner’s o | 


“servation car, escaped injury in th 


ee Rie ia : ‘terrific crash, climbed through 
NEVADA RAIL WRECK : es ‘poi ‘broken window, and helped extri 


Base : ‘cate less fortunate passengers from 
= ee ‘the wreckage. 
JAMEDA, Aug. 17+—-Death of oe ‘ ‘ . g sis 
4 en. Robar, 31, assistant steward oi - ete 5 2 | / Acres told how all the uninjure 
on the “City of San Francisco,” a FOSS bare Soe » VEN Sh —and many who should have been 
Eisyes 8D GEDA ee Ee. ate aH Bae 3 Ske eee Ree ‘under medical treatment them- 
Pe oly ee died Satur day Sor Ca Rene, Beigua ts MS i gaeaed _selves—broke into the derailed cars 
sieht in the wreck of the train near BR a or tepe oo ea ath sia hia ecco aes em ae see to remove the trapped and maimed. 
Elko City, Nevada. ae es So aac VASA preg h Meher IRR TP Te Tera One of the many rescued by Acres 
Mrs. Dorothy Robar, the mother, iGo Lee Oy i ae Es pe ea tae et was “Clarke. Sherer, New Yor 
died six weeks ago in Kansas City. uae mee MRL Ne aGip NN aed As sear ees ar banker, who was trapped in car No 
Rol at's father, Albert, New York Ea ioe ier tas sy eel Se pee 10 VAS oR ee sak Aen Nl | 121 for more than three hours, 
- st nat the only other sur- = . =r Poke ; The two shared, the same com 
a a A scene to which rescue workers had to accustom partment when @hey resumed thel 
Funeral services for Arnold Ro- scen d aa shee body recovered trip on the spe@lal train which ar- 
par, who lived at 414 Grand Avenue, themselves yester ay : SEES hich ; rived in Oakland early today. 
Oakland, are to be held tomorrow f the snarled debris of the dining car, Peet gas ot 8 aed ee ate 
at 10:30 a.m., at the Fowler-Ander- rom bi —(P) Wirephoto. 
son Mortuary, 2244 Santa Clara Ave- was smashed to bits 
nue, Alameda. The Rev. Sumnet 
Walters of Christ Episcopal Church 
is to officiate, with eremation to 
follows 





| Here !s Official List 
‘| OF Injured in Wreck , 


| Heresis the alphabeti¢al list of in- 
jured, as announced by the Southern 

| Pacific in San Francisgo?: 

| Ted Allen, second cdok, 220 88th, 

| Oakland. 

| Carlton J. Allott, Chicago. 

| 


Harry Annaddonne, Elmhurst, Il. |§ 


Mrs. A. K.;Ambergh, Chicago. 
Dr. E. A. Betts, State College, Pa. 
Edward M. Bertha, Chicago. 
Eva Block, Chicago. 

Mary Block, Chicago. 

Lillian M. Brookman, Chicago. 
L. A. Brown, Toronto. Z 
Robert S: Brown,’ 


Henry Caldwellis, Ragine, Wis. 
STOCKTON VICTIM 


Mrs. Phillip Cahn, Stockton, back 


injury. 
M. J. Cargue, Chicago. 
Justin N. Carlson, Chicago. 


Mrs. Charles Cole, Berwyn, Il. 
Helen Cole, Berwyn, Il. 


John W, Conn, 1310 Berkeley Way, 


Berkeley, Calif., in Elko hospital. 
James Chesholm, 
| Eighth Street, Oakland. 
Mary M. Clarkson, Stoekton. 


Mrs. J. V. De Laveaga’y;400 San 


| Mateo Drive, San Mateo. 
Musa Dickenson, Chicago. 
Horace Disston, Philadelphia. 


B. Dreyer, 7811 12th Street, San 


Jose. 
| MILWAUKEE MAN HURT 
William. E. Duggan, Milwaukee. 


Mrs. E. B. Dunham, New York./’ 


R. E. Edwards, Sparks, Nevfiu** 


F. S. Foote Jr., 2607 Shasta Road, | 


Berkeley. 


Mrs. F. G. Foote, 2607 Shasta Road, 


Berkeley. 


Elsie Fox, 214 Grand Avenue, 


Oakland. 


Huntington 
Lake, Calif.~bruised goin and legs. 
Robert S/*Brown, Caalinga, Calif, 


waiter, 1128 





Balanced on th 


: tilted precariousl 
one of the cars of the c 


Brink of Death--- 


y over the Humboldt river near Carlin, Nevada, is the coach “Seal Rock,” 
rack streamliner “City of San F rancisco”’ which was derailed Saturday night. 


with loss of 20 lives. The picture is an A.P. Wirephoto. 


IN MEMORIAM 


There is ever that sweet remembrance of the dead, 


to which we turn even from the charms of the 


living. 


To our brothers who were taken from our midst 
in the accident which occurred at Carlin, Nevada, 
where the railroad crosses the Humboldt River, 
On August 12, 1939, at 9:30 P. M., the stream- 
liner, “City of San Francisco,” was derailed and 
wrecked, taking the lives of 12 of our dear 
brothers, who are mourned by the members of our 
International Union. 


Members of Dining Car Employees Union 
Local 372 
Samuel Wall, Harry Specht, and M. F. Barta. 


Members of Protective Order of Dining Car 
Waiters Local 465 
Leon Moore, Francis Gibbons, Burl Bowens, 
Harry Schwein, Jr., Wm. Burton, Levi James, 
Geo. Stansell, Dess Harveille, and Chas. A. John- 
son. 


Those injured are: John W. Conn, James B, 


Suspect Acts in ‘Suspicious Manner’; He 1éSeen 
Peering at Wreck, but Flees When Called 


La Duceur had been sought since yesterday, when he 
reportedly acted in a suspicious manner at Fernley, 

He was seen early yesterday, soon after the wreck, peer- 
ing down into Palisade Canyon at the dead and injured and 
the twisted steel of one of the world’s finest trains. William 
Judice, a deputy sheriff, called to him to stop, but he fled. 

At Hazen, Nev., a railroad stop, some 40 miles west of the | 
wreck, the man was seen again several hours later. He was 
covered with the alkali dust of this area. He was seen again 
at Fernley, further on toward Reno. He was extremely 
nervous, and asked frightened questions of motorists about 


‘the wreck. 


Another phase of the search centered around the story two 
Michigan tourists told to San Francisco Police Inspectors 


William Merrick and Sidney Dubose about an intoxicated 
‘railroad man at Wells. The men, whose names were not 


released, said they.heard the man say: - 
“The railroad never gave me a break. I’ve worked as a 


railroad man since the war, but I never got anything.” 


Then, in a fit of hatred, the Michigan men said, the man 


‘touched a match to his cap and hurled aside the flaming 


missile, 


H. C. Frante, New York City. Gravely, Ennis Scott, Marcus L. Starks, James 
Mrs. Lillian Otto Fried, Madison. Chisholm, and William Hazelton, Conn and 
Wis. Gravely are reported in a very serious condition 
| W. B. Fullerton and wife, New at this writing. 
York. | 
Alex Fustis, 5918 Genoa Street, 
Oakland. | 
Miss Ingrid Gall, Racine, Wis. 
M. Ginstill, Chicago, 
Mrs. J. E. Gossard, Parkersburg, 


The man ‘was dressed in blue denim, had dark hair, and 
weighed about 160 pounds, and police believed he was the 
same person W. K. Fraed, Alta Luma, Calif., saw near Hazen. 

Meanwhile, in Salt Lake City five men were held for ques- 
tioning in connection with the tragedy, also. They were taken 
off an east-bound freight train at the request of Wells, Nev., 
| police. 
| Railroad and law enforcement officials believed the sabo- 
jteur either had been frightened away by the horror of the 
| wreck or by the fact that enough men survived uninjured 
ito make looting impractical. ) 
. All 194 persons aboard the brown and yellow monster 
when it plunged from a 160-foot-: truss-type bridge into the 
shallow Humboldt River,16 miles west of Carlin Saturday 
night were aecounted for except Specht. 


Mr. Elder G. Schott, General Chairman of Local 
465, announced for the information of those who 
want to get in touch with the men who were injured 
could be reached as follows: John W. Conn and 
James B. Gravely at the hospital in Elko, Nevada. 
Ennis Scott, Marcus L. Starks, James Chisholm, 

}and William Hazelton at the S. P. General Hos- 
_ pital, San Francisco, Calif, 
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Bay Area NotablesWho Were! _ 
Aboard Wrecked Streamliner 


| Among = Metropolitan Bay Area 
notables who-were on the stream~ 
‘liner City of San Francisco when 

it Was wrecked Mer Carlin, Nev., 

| were: 

| MRS. HELEN E. "MEIKLEJOHN, 

| noted economics authority and wife 

of Dr. Alexander Meiklejohn, bril- 
liant University of California phil-~ 
osophy professor and author, re- 
ceived nose injuries. She was re- 
turning home after teaching at sum- 
_mer school at Wellesly College. She 
called’ her husband yesterday andi: 
told-him she was not im seridus’ con: | 
‘dition. 
MRS. J-VINCENT DE LAVEAGA, 
‘wealthy socialite widow, whose in- 
{ juries were not known, was return- 
ing to her palatial home at 400 San 
| Mateo drive; San Mateo, after a 
{| Visit to friends in New York. 

MRS. OSCAR VITT, wife of the 
; Manager of the Cleveland Indians’. 
baseball team of the American 
League, received shoulder and neck 
injuries while her son, Robert, . 17, 
former Oakland High School vale- 
dictorian, escaped wth bruises. They 
| Were returning to their home at 951 
| Park Lane, Oakland, after a sum- | Turk street, sales director, All re- 
mer in Cleveland. ceived minor injuries and were 
DR. E. A. BETTS, of Pennsylvania | | taken to the Elko hospital. 

| State College, was enroute here to 
| | deliver a series of lectures. His 
| family had preceded him here, ac- 
cording to Associated Press. Dr. 
Betts, whose injuries were not 
‘known, is director of the leading 
‘clinic of the department of educa- 


DR. HELEN MEIKLEJOHN- 
Her Face Was Injured 


| 


WOMAN. ESCAPES 
“DEATH CAR’ FATE 
(BY FEW MOMENTS 


Mrs. . Ruth Hendrickson, pretty 
red -haired Chicago housewife, 
|missed death in the Nevada train 

wreck by only a few moments, she 
told friends today. 


fai wtitesieds met the Overland Limited at the Oakland Mole 
today and took 10 injured survivors of the streamliner wreck 
to the Southern Pacific Hospital and other hospitals. Halt 


) 


= tion and psychology at the “college. 


[DEATH IN DISASTER HALTS 
oe SON REUNION HERE 


JAMES H. TUTTLE SR., 2 direc- 
tor of the Standard Oil Company 
of California, received two broken 
‘wrists. In company with his son, 
James Jr., who suffered bruises, .he 
was returning from a New York 
‘business trip. He was named a di- 
-rector of the company in 1930 after 
| Beny years in various othér posts 

pee the company Both are at the Mrs. Hendrickson was.in the din- 
ie fee. \emcikée of the Earle C a a kak Ot Seen 
Pei este , ; ae a I line@train—just a minute. Or SO be- 

ay automobile agency here | fore’itcrashed into the rivér bed. 
were. injured in the wreck. They ‘| Shé was only a few y: a ha 
were. Gerald ©. Welch, 2018 Hight- _| aA ee 


Instead of a happy reunion with 
a-son whom she had not seen in 
four years, Mrs. W. H. Marcroft, 
4414 39th Avenue, will attend fu- 
neral rites tomorrow for a victim of 
the wreck of the Southern Pacific’s 
City of San Francisco. ' 

The victim, Wilbur Valentine 
Jensen, 30, former University of 
California student and member of 
booked 


| on her way to her berth. in fact, 
eenth avenue, used car manager; when the train broke and plunged 
Jack Jones, 89 Ashbury street, sales . 


| into the river. Mrs. Hendrickson swas’ 
manager, and T. B, Lynch, 2859! thrown against the walls and bowed 


|| of the car, bruising her face s lightly, 
| When the trainssettled into the 
I 


| 
| 


: 
Fs] 
: 


+|Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity, 
-|jpassage on the. fast streamliner so 
that he could have a day longer “to 


f Se 3 ae oy 
| spend with his mother in Oakland. — as Bs r 
{| Jensen was én route from New 
i Y ork Gity, where he was associated * 
| with an insurance firm, when the : | 
ill-fated train was wrecked. After . % 4 


attending the university for two 
whipped broadside 


river she broke a window and 
climbed out over a girder and into | 


| the stream. CCC boys helped her to | 
[i Shore, 


| years Jensen was sraduated in law 


cisco. Besides his antes he is sur- 

| viv ed by a brother, Royce Jense of 

Qakland, and four sisters, Mrs. John 

| ‘Woods, 1415 Milvia Street, Berkeley; 

.| Mrs. George Caig, 350 Wildwood 

'} Avenue, Piedmont, and Mrs. G. A, 
Groesbeck, New Jersey. 

Funeral services will be held *at 


10, o'clock tomorrow morning at ; 
ak oes View Cemetery. Wilbur V. Jensen 


cd pean SU ae ces 


the- train 
against the concrete abutment. 
Hanna said he was stunned mo- 


mentarily but. awakened and 
aid- 


The, only man to come out alive was 
‘fromthe dining car. unit of the 


wrecked streamliner—the so-called 


Anl njured Stewardess 
: s the Wreck’s Heroine 


Heroine of the ill-fated 
streamliner, “The City of 
San Francisco,’ wrecked 
Saturday night near Car- 
lin, Nev., was Stewardess 
Thelma Risvedt, registered 
nurse from Chicago. 

Despite serious lacera- 
tions. and bruises received 
when the diner plunged 
into the Humboldt river, 
Miss Ristvedt spent the 
night and most of yester- 
day aiding injured passen- 


IOLA LAO LLL AAD IT 


gers and crew members. 


Southern Pacific officials. 


in. San Francisco highly 


praised her work at the) 


scene of the accident. 
Through her efforts, they 
said, several persons. seri- 
ously injured in the crash 
were’ saved from death. 
She was the only registered 
nurse’ on the scene until 
medical 


crash was reported. 


aid arrived from | 
Carlin a half hour after the | 


| fast for him to recall. 
He is James Hanna, of 414 Grand 


rAvenue, steward, and only a. few 
scratches on his hands and face tes- 
tify that hejand 18 other men rode 
the speeding section into the river 
'eanyon. The other 18 died. 

“T was sitting at a table writing 
my reports for the day,” Hanna said. 
“Everything was going so quietly I 
| don’t even remember what part of 


i 
\ 


“death car’—said it all happened t00 | ojimbed out of the wreckage, 


ing several in a climb toward the 
starlight they saw on one side, That 
was where the entire top of the 
train had been ripped away by the 
impact. 
DIED OF SHOCK 

They slipped out of the wrecked 
diner into the river, itself, at that 
point a’ foot deep. Later he found 
the men he had 
sheets and 


helped covered 


with laid among the 


‘the car I was in. Thescolored stew- dead: Coroner’s deputies said many 
ards were moving about cleaning | of them died of shock 


teDten: Our last patron 


‘up the other 
Y i hour before. 


had left half ¢ 


TERRIFIC JPRK = 

| sags j there was a terrific 

Suddenly, ‘here headlong. Then 
I was| tossed back and jammed 
agains? something — I don’t know 
Marhaseras the lights went out. It 

) Seemed that the whole car collapsed 

jar ound ne.” 

Jaye Hngel, Boston businessman 
who rode into Oakland with Hanna 
on the special train last_ night, 
‘pointed out that all threesunits of 
the dinimg car section had been 
crushed like an accordion. The 
cooks, riding in the center car of 
the three, were killed instantly when 


| jerk. 


Hanna joined the train crewmen 
administering first aid and _help- 
ing build fires for the survivors 
who had been carried out of the 
wrecked cars. 

“T watched men—the cowboys 
and ‘CCC boys and other volun- 
teers—climb 70 and 80 feet up the 
slippery sides of those metal cars, 
breaking windows to let out other 
survivors. The ranchers came: from 
near and far, it seemed, and brought 
their axés to chop into the train’ 
and help those people out. | 

“T saw Alex Fustus, one of our’ 
cooks. who. got. out, working right 
with them, and some of those pas- 
sengers didn’t get out of their com-. 


partments for three hours or more,” 





= 


Sales 


°- 


~ 


ne 


PI, 


aw 


ens 


her 


en ear oer a 


7 


B. 


~ 


ew 


i ety 


~ oy 


; 
4 
§ 
; 
: 


SIS OY 


we 


Lado 


: 


vn 


‘ 4 J ; 
A eke 
- 


et er tr Sr rrr are ean tnt tnt etal ner apeiron 
- . ‘ 7 ’ 


‘ 


Stee CRN I te 


The Nine Major Passenger 
Train Wrecks Withi 


a Year 


Among recent major passenger train accidents are 


the following: 
JUNE 19, 1938—Forty-seven persons 


derailed near Bosler, Wyo. 


were killed and 75 injured when| FEBRUARY 19, 1939—A runaway 


the “Olympian” of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific 
R. R. fell through a bridge over 
Custer creek, Montana, which had 
been undermined by a cloudburst 
flood. It was bound from Chicago 
to Tacoma. 

JUNE 25, 1938—About 125 miles 
west of Custer Creek a secand 
“Olympian” crashed head-on with 
a special carrying CCC workers. 
One was killed, 23 hurt. 

JULY 31, 1938—The New York 
Central’s “Commodore Vander- 
bfit” crashed the rear end of its 
“Mercury” at Rock Ridge, Ohio, 
injuring 19. 

September 20, 1938 — Twelve per- 
sons died and 100 were injured 
when two Southern Pacific trains 
met head-on at a siding at Tor- 
tuga, California. A brakeman 
had erroneously thrown a switch. 

NOVEMBER 12, 1938 — Ninety-one 
were injured when two special 
football] trains of the New York 
Central and Grand Trunk 
crashed at South Bend, Ind, 

FEBRUARY 25, 1939 — Eighteen 
were hurt when six cars of the 
Union Pacific’s train carrying 
San Francisco Fair visitors were 


locomotive ployed into a>Great 
Western passenger train near 
Harlan, Iowa, killing two, injuring 
23. 


JUNE 5, 1939%Eleven were hurt 


; 
when a LaéKawana special from 
. Fair crashed the 
rear end of 4 freight near Lake 


Hopatcong, N.Y. 


JULY. 27, 1939—A special Santa Fe 


passenger train was derailed near 
Grand Canyon, Ariz., injuring 57. 
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Survivors Due 


In Berkeley 


‘At Midnight 


A special train bearing  sur- 
vivors and those slightly injured 
in the wreck of the streamliner 
City of San Francisco near Car- 
lin, Nevada was expected to ar- 
rive in Berkeley at abont 12:10 
a. m, this morning and about 
12:50 at the Ferry building. 

Meanwhile train schedules were 
changed. Another special frain 
left Oakland yesterday at 11:40 
a. m, for the East, replacing the 
Treasure Island Special. which will 
assume the scheduled run of the 
City of San Francisco and leave 
Monday morning. 
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| This London, England, family also escaped injury in the wreck. They are (left to right) Jene- 
fer Wornum, her sister, Biddy, and brother, Michael, Mrs. Grey Wornum.—Tribune photo. 
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| 
Newsmen Banned| 
| From Scene 


Of Crash 


ELKO, Nev., Aug. 16 ({INS).—A re- 
ward of $5000 today was on the 
head of the “person or persons re- 
sponsible” for the wrecking of. the 
City’ of San Francisco, $2,000,000 
luxury train which plunged to de- 
struction in a Nevada desert canyon 














Saturday night. 
Posting of the reward by J. H. 
Dyer, Southern Pacific vice presi- 








dent in charge of operations, was 
interpreted to mean that the com- 
pany was without definite clues to 
the identity of the supposed wrecker, 
whose crime cost 23 lives and; 
brought injuries to 119 persons. 

Anyone who might furnish “in- 
formation leading to the arrest of 
the person or persons responsible” } 
for the disaster was directed to com- | 
municate the information to South- 
ern Pacific officials in San Fran- 
cisco or to federal agents in either; 
Sige | San Francisco or Salt Lake City. 

teas + Se Seige: BANS NEWSMEN 

Newspaper representatives were | ! 
suddenly banned from the scene of . 
the wreck while salvage operations 
were being carried out. 

Announcement of the reward was! 
made despite the fact that investi- 
gators insisted Robert La Duceur, 
the “man without ears,” is still a 
definite suspect. 

After having previously announced 
that La Duceur would be released, 
authorities decided to hold the 
former Lewiston, Mont., railroad 
worker for further questioning. 

One other suspect, one of a dozen 
rounded up in California railroad ; 
yards, is being held at Fresno on ) 
the possibility that he had some 
connection with the wreck. ; 

He is a 25-year-old hobo from 
Kansas. 

BAFFLED AT MOTIVE 


My Frankly baffled as to what meoti- 
vated the criminal derailment, au- 
thorities were known to be seeking 
two men for questioning. One is 
| an escaped inmate of the Washing- 
|} ton State asylum at Steilacoom, who 
| was recently mentioned in connec- 
tion with an attempt to derail a 
| Great Northern train near Alpine, } 
| Wash. : 
| The second suspect is-a Nevada 
railroad: worker who was said to 
have been seen at the scene of the 
wrecked train when the first res- 
ecuers arrived. . 
Investigators meanwhile attached ) 
significance to the disdSvery of a 
‘Journal jack” 400 feet south of the 
point where the train thundered offi 
the rails. 
HYDRAULIC JACK 


| The hydraulic jack, a lifting de- 
/vice used ordinarily to raise train 
wheels and axles while bearings are 
being changed, is easily operated by 
one man. Investigators pointed out 
that the jack could have been used 
to shift the rail which apparently 
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. : SS ; = pean = i ad popeinetin was moved four inches out of line . 
aad ; Oca . r, gue et ui 8 i ea and then respiked. 

' DISASTER! One of the cars of the wrecked’ streamliner,/désért after disastrous wreck caused by sabotilge. The death he pbniparie answered see 

perched precariously atop bridge girders in lonely Nevada semi-| toll from crash is 23. —Jnternational News photo. suggestions that the crack train 






















Mrs. Oscar Vitt Injured 
In Luxury Tram Wreck 


wee Pt ons >. 


| Baseball Chief’s 


i i cn cn diel semen | was 20 minutes late in leaving Car- 
lin and lurched off the rails while 
traveling at an excessive speed in 
an attempt to make up time. 

The company disclosed that the 
train was 29 minutes late leaving 
Carlin and that it had picked up 
derlay real calm and fortitude Her: face lit-wp and she darted to ‘only. one minute when the derail- 


his side. ment occurred. ; 
“Oh, God! I thought you were 


dead,” she cried. His only answer 
terday morning aboard a special wa, q shaky “I can’t talk.” 


- The Survivors: 


HE high tension of nerves un- suddenly she spied a tall Negro. 




























as -Survivors of the streamliner 






crash rode into Oakland early yes~ 






















2 
Wite on Way train made up at Sparks, Nev., for Ambulances; drove off the ferry Teen ft oe ae ee | 
Home their convenience. and met the train to take from it Dancers W alk 
Scenes of tearful happiness, of some who needed. hospitalization. 17 Miles to Aid 
; ' 
















pathetic surrender to the most hu- Survivors and welcomers sat in ELKO (Nev), A io ban | 

; | k- ij | ak Nev.), Aug. Toi. | 
man Sogo See place at Oa little groups on the ferry or paced . D. Symth, senior pre-medical 
land pier as families of the sur- the deck nervously. Some of them student at St. Mary’s College | . 
vivors hunted through the throng wore borrowed and_ ill-fitting ) at. Moraga, was attending a 
that streamed out of the Pullmans clothes; most of them had the . dance at Beowawe when a sec- 


and found their relatives. deep, dark hollows. of exhaustion tion hand dashed in with word 
of the City of San Francisco 


Mrs. Oscar Vitt, one of the 
passengers injured in the Carlin 
train. wreck and wife of the 
_manager.of the Cleveland Indians, 
) was returning home to Oakland 
(after a visit with her husband, 





















! 
f eaaiad eévealed lack wish puegen were 106 of the Bora sae’ aoeer pe eyes. PI | | | 
With her son, Robert, Mrs. Vitt or slightly hurt, all of them with = Sidelight on the Southern Pa- With other dancers he drove |} | 
| d ; tales to tell, all of them weary, but cific Company’s courtesy, to which and walked the seventeen miles |! 
| had spent her vacation with the : CY dike cacnne: Kaa ic See 
| baseball manager, who expected with a light in their eyes that all of them without exception paid e ie 
? : 






| mainder of the night,gave first 
' aid to the injured. Then at 
dawn he served on a coroner’s |; 
jury, hastily gathered by Act- |; 






aa AOAAP ESRI RW a TE I ORI 


could only come from having been tribute, was the fact that officials 
grazed by the wings of the angel of the line went through the train 
of death. as. it neared the terminal to refund 


' to return to their home at 951 
| Park Lane at the end of the 
‘baseball season, 
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| Mrs. Vitt suffered neck and! hr Most vociferous was a Negro girl, to each passenger the $15 extra ing Coroner Roy 8. Harris mom : 
ta gs aig ; MRS. OSCAR VITT. who, apart from the crowd, gazed fare premium they had paid to) |. among the rescuers, and which | 
\" ee er ey 2 ke. BOR ee Among the Injured upon it with lack-luster eves till) tia Pi tiivansed aisonmfinen blamed sabotage for the deaths. || 
_ Mnhurt. . ~~luternational News Photo, » P y sree, On es Beek Ss . : -— —— | 
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Less seriously injured survivors of the wreck of the stream- right of way early yesterday, waiting for the rescue train 


line train, City of San Francisco, huddled along the railroad that would bring food and a ride out——A.P. Wirephoto. 


RS $5000 REWARD FOR ARREST OF TRAIN WRECK 
MYSTERY FADE; “EARLESS: MAN STILL IN CUSTODY 


Qikarss 


eed 


Te 


ame 


OO “a nese ee 


were stretcher cases, the rest could walk. Shown (left to 
right) are S. Horace Disston, Philadelphia, saw company 
president, being lifted out a car window: Mrs. Abigail Wal- 
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\Of Tragedy 


‘| Tt is 10:30 p.m. Number 101 is) 
| hitting the mile posts on the head. 
| it’s a claer, cool desert night. The 
| stars are foaming up behind the | 
_| shadowy mountains and the im-) 
é t mense cliffs that line the twisting | 
‘ < || valley of the Humbolt river, 
; 

















Carlin, Nevada. is 17 miles behind. 
Three*héurs down to Reno. 

Engineer Ed Hecox’s is on the 
dead man throttle. He can look 
. | out across the. Nevada sagebrush 
| and remember. other years back in 
the 80’s and 90’s, when he drove 
| a six horse stage. 

He’s got 5400 horses tunde to the 
touch of a finger under his com- 
mand now, \This is not the same 
world, 

Number 101 is. the luxurious 
streamliner “City of San Francisco,” 














- 

























oe 





~~ a — 


And here are the dead, covered with sheets, also waiting, for the inquest that determined 
they were killed deliberately by a person or Persons who derailed the crack train. The 
bodies were moved later to a Reno mortuary.—A.P. Wirephoto. 
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The Dead: Fifteen of the 20 
ictims Are Identified 


Following is the list of the 20 dead, victims of the wreck of the 
| streamliner City of San Francisco near Carlin, Nev.: 


William Burton, 1508 Stuart street, Oakland, Negro waiter: : 
Francis Gibbons, 1811 Woolsey street, Berkley, Negro waiter, | 
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‘Hero Chops Way Info Sleeper 


Fifty-three persons are alive to- | trapped Passengers out through the’ 
-|| day because Phillip Short, 23, of 2134 | broken windows. 
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McKintey Avenue, Berkeley, 
changed his mind and caught the ill- 
fated streamliner just seconds bhe- 
fore it left Chicago. 

The 53 were trapped in one of 
the sleeper cars after train de- 
railed and wrecked, and deadly gas 
| from the refrigeration system was 
| pouring into the car. 


ee eee 


| Short managed to break out of the 


i crowded car and then, sensing the 
.peril of the other passengers, fought 
back with an ax to smash windows 
'and let air into the car. 

Next, he and Mr. and Mrs, Paul 
Tfluger, of Chicago, helped the 


Today Short revealed that he al- 
most took an airplane for his trip | 
to California. .At the last moment |} 
he. changed his mind—he doesn’t 
know why—and raced in a taxicab to 
the railroad station. He clambered | 
aboard the “City of San Francisco” | 
Just as the last “All aboard” was 
being shouted. 

After the wreck in Nevada, he. 
sent two telegrams to Harry Somme, 
2315 Grant Street, Berkeley, a friend. 
The first said: 


“Don’t meet me. Train wrecked in 
Nevada.” 


The second added: | 
, Glad to be’ alive.” } 


_Harry Schwein, 1907 Myrtle street, Oakland, Negro waiter, 

| George A. McDaniels, 770 A street, Oakland, Negro waiter. 
Arnold Robar, 414 Grand avenue, Oakland, white, assistant 

steward. | | 

Helen Henry, 528 Fifty-sixth street, Oakland. 

‘Mirtle Kobosky, Eland, Wis. 
Bess Hawell, Oakland. 
Charles W. Lewis Jr., steward (no address), 
Milton Barta, cook (no address). 

Burl Bowens, Negro porter, Oakland. 

Charles J. Johnson, Negro waiter, Oakland. 
/Elmer D. Martin, 817 Lake street, Oak Park, III. 

| Katherine, E. Kurz, 5129 Harper avenue, Chicago. 

|W. G. Jensen, 53 Leroy street, New. York. 

_Six more unidentified dead: were reported. . 
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r - Philadelphia Socialite and Daughter 


Found Dead; Railroad Files Searched 
For ‘Crank’ Letters Yielding Possible Clues 


Continued from Page 1 
- erate the definite evidence of the 
.‘murderer’s handiwork. Forty-four 
_ ‘spikes were removed from 22 ties 
along one rail. The supporting angle 
bars also were removed and cast 
+ aside. And officials pointed out that 
whoever pried the 2000-pound rail 
4 inches out of line knew exactly 
» what he was doing or he would have 
torn wires controlling tfe block 
‘signal system. That would have 
| stopped the train. 
| “SUSPECT RELEASED 
| .-.A suspect upon whom suspicion 
- ‘swas cast yesterday was released 
last night after he gave a satisfac- 
tory account of his whereabouts 
Saturday and Saturday night. Picked 
up at Sparks, Nev., in answer to 
“the broadcast description of an 
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from hospitals. The remainder are 
in hospitals in Elko, Reno and San | 
Francisco, and at least three are in 
such critical condition they. may 
die. They are John W. Conn, 1310 | 
Berkeley Way, Berkeley, crushed | 
chest; George Stansell, 1021 2ist 
Street, internal injuries and a} 
broken leg; and Johnson, the man 
earlier thought dead, who has a 


fractured Skull and crushed legs. 


_Jeffers, the Union Pacific . presi- 
dent, was visibly upset as he sgur- 
veyed the twisted mass of steel that 


ihad been one of the Nation’s fast- 


est trains—it was rolling at 65 miles 
an hour when it left the rails. 
TEMPORARY BRIDGE 


Wrecked luxury units of it lay 
In mammoth crushed heaps while 


-“*“earless man,” he gave his name as workman strained under < broili..g 


* “Bob°La Duceur of Lewiston, Ida., 
} J/and admitted he had a grudge 
against the railroad as the result of 


} 


: 
. 


an accident-in which he was maimed | 


» in Montana. Officials, however, said 
they were convinced La Duceur was 
at Pyramid Lake, Nev., at the time 
the tracks were tampered with. 

They pressed their ‘search for 
other transients, some of whom 
might be former railroad men, who 
| passed along the Southern Pacific 
_ right-of-way or the parallel tracks 


‘ 
i, 
fl 


- of the Western Pacific, just 40 feet | 
- “\away, Saturday evening. / 


- McDonald was joined at the scene 
‘by William M. Jeffers, president of 
‘the Union Pacific line, which shares 
jointly with the Southern Pacific | 
and the Chicago Northwestern in 
operation of the streamliner, and 
which is aiding in the investigation. 
Dan O’Connell, chief special agent | 
\for the Southern Pacific, headed the 
‘railroad police. 
‘CRANK’ LETTERS | 


The files of all railroads are be- 


O 


: 
| 
j 
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j 


| 
} 
} 
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sun to repair the right-of-way and 
build a temporary bridge over the 
river. ' 

The diner, in which most of the | 
deaths occurred, was a twisted pile { 
in the river, surrounded by parts | 
of other cars from the middle of | 
the train, 

The three-unit diesel-powered | 
engine, a baggage car and coach had | 
cleared the span before the diner | 
and coaches, following, thumping | 
along the ties, crashed through the 
bridge, The first and last sections | 
of the train were replaced on the ! 
rails and hauled to «division points | 
for repairs. Damage to the train ex- 
ceeded $500,000, McDonald an- | 
nounced. Although the railroad can | 
not be responsible for the terrible 
tragedy, Jeffers said, it will press 


| the search for the wreckers to the 


end. 

RESPONSIBILITY REMOVED 
“When passengers board a_netfil- 

road train,” he. said, “the;-‘take it 

for granted the rojad will carry 


ing studied for “‘crank” letters that |them safely to heir destination. 


would show the whereabouts of per-; The railroad aSsumes 


the same 


| . . F 4 
sons with known grudges against the | thing. HowgeVer, in the case_ of} 


lines. Police also are scanning the 
rolis of the rgilroads for employees 


sabotage G4 a so-called act of God, 
the matéter of responsibility is re-| 


discharged in recent months, be-|™moyaed from the company.” 
lieved one of the surest leads togy And as authorities pressed their 


; Pt aaa 
the wreekers; Another investig.afion hunt, 


was started from the. passe nger list 
‘to determine if any of ,“those per- 


sorrowing relatives went | 
| ahead with funeral. arrangements | 
ifor the victims. Last rites will be | 
| Helen | 


“sons aboard had enemig.s that might ! held tomorrow for Miss ) 


_ wreck the'train to killv’them. 


. -(gEven he possibilty that the train 
+ wagywrecked oft looting was not 
- - overlosed, although officials said 
| they were pretty sure no one would 
kill scores of persons in the hope 
of gaining a small fortune. They 
pointed out that the chance of killing 
or seriously injuring everyone 
aboard and thereby making looting 
' possible was too remote even for a 
da maniac. | 

‘ONE MAN. RESPONSIBLE’ 
McDonald, explaining why he be- 
lieved: one man responsible for the 

' disastrous derailment, said: 
‘+. “A man would be a fool to take 
into his ,confidence in a 


ee 


7 


; another 
_ ) thing like this. A confederate would, 
| sooner or later, be found to squeal. 
The crime might have been per- 
; | petrated by a man with a diseased 

| brain—possibly one with a grudg 

_ against some individual on the train, 
satisfying that grudge without re- 
gard for the other lives that might 
be snuffed. out.” 

Every available lodging in Elko 
was taken by survivors and au- 
thorities on hand to press the 
‘search. Hospital accommodations 
also were crowded. The two De- 
partment of Justice, agents who 
have been on the scene since the 
' first are working under authority 
“\ of the statute giving the Federal 
: Government jurisdiction in cases 
violence interstate 
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» involving in 

~! commerce. 
' he telltale evidence of saboiage, 
the misplaced rail, ties, spikes and 
. other road equipment, as well as 
the wrecking bars found by the 
track, are being held under close 

' guard in-a locked room. 


LENGTHY INQUIRY 
The Interstate Commerce Com- 


-mission was.expected to begin a| 


» lengthy inquiry into the wreck at 
|. the end of the week, when the 
» ‘wreckage will have been 


Was a possybility that the Nevada 
_, Public Service Commission likewise 
'* would inquire into the tragedy. 

Bia) Of the 118 persons injured in the 
“rash, all but 30 have been released 


' 
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removed | 
. and all of the dead tabulated. There | 


| 
: 


| 
| 
| 


| Henry, 528 66th Street, one of the | 
| passengers killed. The services will 
be held from the chapel of Freeman 
and Cox-Roach and Kennedy, 2630 
Telegraph Avenue. 

Services also will be held tomor- 
row for Charles W. Lewis, 1437 
Benton Avenue, Alameda, steward 
on the train, .Lastyrites for Lewis 
will start at 10:30 a.m. from the) 
Fowler-Anderson Chapel, 2244 Santa 
Ciara Avenue, Alameda, 


mic views 
of the w...k, illustrat- 
ing how it occurred, 
what cars were hardest 
hit, are provided by the 
A. P. Wirephoto at the 
top of the page and the 
sketch immediately 
above, by Artist Ray 
Minehan. Each shows 
how the engine and the 
cars just behind were 
carried across the dan- 
ger spot by their terrific 
momentum, how the 
cars farther back 
jumped the rails, can- 
noned through the 
bridge superstructure, 
plunged into the death 
dealing river. The car 
crumpled in the river is 
the diner, the one peril- 
ously upended is the 
coach Seal Rocks. (At 
right is a closeup of the 
latter, with the fatal | 
| clab car just behind it.) | 
Re a TTR PNET, 
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OF SEMIN, PCE ACE 


The Company: 


S.P. Officials Spurred 
To Superhuman Effort 


The wreck of the “City of San | of former hewspaper men who are }/ 
Francisco” was regarded by every | @lwWays on their toes to co-operate } 


Southern Pacific official and em- 
ploye as a personal loss, for the 
crack streamliner was their pride 
and joy. 

Word of the accident came as 
a shocking blow and there was no 
sleep, but instead extraordinary 
activity, for executives and their 
assistants after the first meagre 
flash came over the teletype into 
the railroad company’s offices 
here here about 1 lo’clock Satur- 
day night. 


And as details slowly came in, re- 
lating a tale of death and suffering, 
the blow became more staggering. 
GREAT EFFORTS 


But this sense of grief only 
| spurred greater effort in caring for 
| the dead and injured and repairing 

the d amage at the quickest possible 
moment, Toward this end men 

| worked without cessation till. dawn 

| and beyond. 

| some, weary after strenuous 

hours, were still at their desks 
yesterday afternoon. Others were 
back again after snatching brief 
periods of sleep. They seemed to 
thrive on work, cigarettes and cof- 
fee, 


A few seconds after first word of |) 
the disaster to the City of San Fran- || 
cisco started a late watch in the} 
main Southern Pacific offices here, || 


J. H. Dyer, vice president in charge 
of operations, was speeding from 
his home to this office. 


+ 


| General Manager L. B,’ McDonald, 
RESCUE TRAIN RUSHED 
A special train was rushed into 
| readiness and left for the Scene at 
midnight with McDonald and other 
officials and at Soda Springs the 
| train picked up the railroad’s presi- 
dent, A. D. MeDonald, who was va- 
| cationing there. 
| The train arrived at the scene of 
| the wreck, after picking up doctors, 
| nurses and supplies, at 1 a, m. 
Among the first summoned to 
the Southern Pacific offices here 
were the members of the press 
division and they did yeoman 
service under extreme difficulties 
in gathering information for the 
newspapers. 
The Southern Pacific Company 


ee a 


Six More Train Wreck 
Survivors Arrive Here 


Six additional survivors of the 
Palisade canyon train disaster ar- 
rived in Oakland today aboard an! 
Overland train which they boarded| 
late yesterday at Elko, Nev. They) 
are: | 

F. S. Foote Jr., Berkeley, condi-| 
tion very serious; injuries not de-| 
scribed. : 

Ennis Scott, Denver, 
good; injuries undetailed. 

Mrs, Abigail Wallace, New York 
city, condition good; injuries unde- 
tailed. 

Charles F, Casanke, Oakland, both) 
legs fractured, fractured shoulder. | 

Mrs. L. B. Tomlin, 


| 
condition 


Melbourne, | 


He was || 
followed a minute or so later by || 


j 


. 


| 


| 


; 
: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Australia, broken ribs, back injury.| 


Condition good. Mrs. Tomlin is ac-| 


companied by her husband, who 
escaped injury in the wreck. 

S. Horace Diston, Chestnut Hill, 
Pa., bruises and abrasions, 
tion good. 


| 


eet 


with the newspapers, day or night. | 

Members of the press division || 
who gathered included R. C. (Casey) | 
Ingram, who is assistant to Presi- 
dent McDonald; Oscar Ingels, Stan- | 
Jey Moore and Art Fish. 

Operations from San Francisco | 
were directed by A. T. Mercier, first | 
vice president. Summoned from his | 
Peninsula home, he was in direct | 
touch by teletype with Sparks, Nev. | 
Aiding him was W. B, Kirkland, su- | 
perintendent of operations. 
PHONES CONNECTED : 

Kirkland arranged for the special! 
leaving San Francisco and rescue 
trains from Sparks, and Ogden, 
Utah. 

First direct telephone communi- 
cation with the scene of the wreck 
was achieved at 1 a. m., by cutting 
in on a main wire, but the recep- 
tion at first was bad, and infor- 
mation trickled in with tantalizing 
slowness. 

Soon after The Chronicle reached 
the streets with first accounts of the 
wreck, hundreds began to phone the 
Southern Pacific asking names of 
the dead and injured. 
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Wreck Cause 


Rail Board Satisfied 
Sabotage Caused 
Nevada Derailment 


RENO, Nev., Aug. 18.—(#)—Rail- 
road executives, public officials and 
businessmen will gather tomorrow 
at Carlin for a formal inquiry into 
the train wreck last Saturday night 


in which 24 persons lost their lives) 


and more than 100 injured. 
Representatives of the Interstate 


Commerce Commission, the Nevada} 
the jj 


Commission, 


Public Service 
and two Elko, 


Southern Pacific, 


Nev., businessmen, will comprise the } 


board of inquiry. ; 
There is no doubt in the minds of 
railroad officials, however, that the 


$2,000,000 streamliner “City of San 
wrecked deliber- 


Francisco” was 


ately. 


“There is no question as to what 
caused the wreck,” said A, D. Mc- 
Donald, president of the line. “One 
glance at the rails, or even at some 
of the pictures published in news-~- 
papers, would convince anyone that} 
the train was deliberately wrecked.” | 

The railroad has offered a $5000) 
reward for information leading to} 


Board to Prove | 


The Engineer: 
One of the —— 
Roads’ Best Men 


Ed Hecox, 65, engineer of the | 
Southern Pacific’s streamliner, City) 


of San Francisco, has been in the 


transportation business since he was) @ 


14, company records show. 
He started driving a _ six-horse 


stage coach between Los Alamos @@ 


and Lompoc, Nev., in 1888. Fiv 
years later he was driving a 14 
passenger horsedrawn stage an 


\was regarded as the top driver © 


the line. A few years later he joined 


the Southern Pacific Company. 
_ Previous to this accident, he ha 
been involved in only one wreck 


in 1905—and was regarded as ont 


of the railroad’s best engineers. H 


‘had been engineer of the City 0) © 


| San Francisco since it was firs 
rplaced in service three years ago. 


| Although nearing the retiremen om 


age, he was often called upon t 
pilot trains in special speed tes 
| and demonstration runs. 
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Engineer Hopes| 248 


~ Face Wrecker 


Become Cold as He 
Vows Vengeance 


ELKO (Neyvy.), 


| 
| 
| 


‘motive that was speeding th 


| Streamlined “City of San Fra 
|cisco” westward last night whe 
|the train suddenly split asunde1 
| He was Engineer E. F. Hee 
|of Sparks. He did not want 
talk about the wreck or what h 
‘happened. He wanted to t 
| about the “blankety blank so ai 
|so” who had caused it. 

“IT hope I meet that guy so 
time,” Engineer Hecox said, 
EYES TURN COLD. 

As he spoke his har 
clenched, his eyes became col 
‘The surge of rage loosed_ 
stream of words. 

! “I, was doing sixty aroun 
the curves,” he said. “I sa 
what looked like a tumblewe 
on the outside rail. I look 
closely and that was what 

was. I rolled ahead. 

“As the weed disappeare 
under the bumper, all 
broke loose. There was a grin 
ing sound. I knew I was o 
the track. I did everything 
could but it wasn’t enough.” 
The engineer, a veteran of 


| 


arrest and conviction. of the person most a million miles at the thr 


or persons they coritend moved 4 
rail sufficiently to plunge the trai) 


into the Humboldt River. 


., of the motor trucks on his engi 


tle of powerful locomotives, the} 
‘explained that the inside fra 


4 


gray-haired man with cold gray } 
‘|eyes today paced back and forth { 


hell | 


_ prevented it from jumping the s 
itraek. But the pounding of the) 
car and of the following one on 


yurea. 
SAN FRANCISCO. 
Eggers. 
Jay Engleson. 


Maltzen, 689 Twentieth Ave: | | 


nue. | 
Miriam G. Bright, V. Michael, | 


Jenefer and Olney Wornum. 
EAST BAY. 
E. F. Becker, Piedmont. 
PENINSULA. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Peter Good- 
body, visiting R. A. Roos, Bur- 
lingame. 
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the ties threw the other 
‘into a wild gyration. 
OTHERS ALSO BITTER. 

| Hecox’ anger at the maniac 
who moved a rail was matched 
‘by that of Roadmaster T. L. Wil- 


coaches 


_|liamson of Winnemucca and As: 
_ Sistant Superintendent T. J. Foley } 
| of Ogden. 4 
| Both men were grim as they 
| _ pointed out the cause of the ae 
‘railment, made sure that nothing 4 

was touched until’ complete pho- 
_tographs had been made by The | 


Examiner at request of com 
officials. 
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~ CALM PREVAILS AFTER CRASH 
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Passengers Accept Tragedy Stoically; 
Cowboy Rescues Mrs. Meiklejohn 


The hundred or more deeds of heroism that marked Sat- 


urday night’s tragic train crash were overshadowed, all wit- ! 


nesses agreed, by the orderly manner in which eee 
and. crewmen accepted the terrible crash. 

There were none of the screaming and chaos often con! 
nected with such tragedies bees eee ae 


that so much must be dong iC D Wreck Toll 
Mounts to 24 


and so much discomfort met, an 
all met the situation calmly and 
Oakland Porter Dies; 


without hysteria. 
“T did not hear a single scream,’ 
Mrs. A. Moller, 2491 Ellsworth 


street, Berkeley, said. “I was awak- 

ened, of course, by the crash. Al- 
though I wasn’t injured, I was 
frightened—especially when I found 
the train in total darkness in a) 
mountain canyon. But everyone else 
was taking it quietly, so my fears 
were allayed. There was no panic.” 
FIRST MISHAP Death 


Mrs. Moller, buyer for a Berkeley terday | 
department store, was en rout€of fatalities resulting from the 
home from New York, where she wrecking of the crack Southern 
had been selecting stocks for the 5,. Hecke Eran eonehiitte cmt Garis 
new seasons. She has crossed the + 2°!J¢ passenger train City Of 
continent many times, but this was Francisco as crews cleared away 
her first mishap. the last of the wreckage and pre-|} 

Mrs. Helen C. Meiklgjohn, of 1525jpared to route trains back over, 
LaLoma Avenue, Gerkéley, told the}the main line tracks. et 
same story as she smiled through} At the same _ time, authorities) 
bandages on her nose. Mrs, Meikle- turned their attention in a report! 
john, whose husband, Alexander, ee someone had tampered with 


ra 
of another trainman yes- 
brought to 24 the number | 


connected with the University of block signals in the same area of | 
Wisconsin, was in her berth but no Eastern Nevada, this time on the 
asleep when the crash came. Western Pacific tracks which par- 

She was thrown into the aisles, allel the Southern Pacific line at} 
banging her nose and eyes, and that point. 4 
then remained pinned for atthe The latest casualty was George) 


: ; : Stansell, a Negro porter, who, lived! 
whe nara as WN rere at 1021 21st Street,,who succumbed 


to his injuries in Elko Hospital. 
het eee ©) REED SER PREVENT DISASTER | 
“I never was so glad to see any- 


The report of tampering with) 
por a I NaS the cowboy who fin. the Western Pacific signal system, 
ally climbed in and freed me. 1ji, which a red block signal assert- 
had been bleeding all the while, eqiy was switched to green, sent 
though it wasn’t serious and I never yaiiroad police hurrying from. the 
was unconscious. The cowboys scene of Saturday night’ssswreck 
helped me climb out of the train to the little town of Palisades, not 
and up a girder to land.” 


! far away. None of the officials. 
The pains taken by the Southernjwould comment on the report, al- } 


Pacific to care for the survivors—|though it was said that superhuman if 


both those who were injured and 
those who were not—appealed to 
Miss Helen F. Wilkinson and her 
sister, Eda, here for a vacation from 
Evanston, Ill. Both were in their 
berths when the train plunged into 
the canyon. possible the saboteur or saboteurs 
Miss Helen Wilkinson was thrown had gotten the tools for the act. 
to the floor and pinned there by her 9M a bridge repair ‘job a few | 
berth. She managed to scramble Miles away. Tools there had not | 
free and stayed in the car—one of been checked definitely, however, 
the three that did not leave the train\22¢ officials said they could not 
‘until daylight, when they were |be sure. 
taken into Carlin, Nevada, and given| FREE ‘EARLESS MAN’ 
breakfast. Definitely cleared as a 
GRUESOME SIGHTS Bob LaDuceur, 28, the “earless | 


“I believe they kBpt us in the cars{foy three ‘days by FBI ‘men and | 


so -we wouldn’t.*see the horrible Rer li a eee 
sights eutside,” she said. ““They must! 4. no police, was released, pp enner | 
certainly have been too gruesome. "The search then turned ¥ Pine 


for women’s eyes.” Bluffs, Wyo., where a storekee 
r ps a storekeeper 
We're terribly thankful to bejreported that a roughly dressed 


alive,” both sisters said. man entered his establishment and 
Mrs, E. 8. Techimer, of New York, picked up a newspaper 
en route to San Francisco to visit! ‘the wreck. The man read ey ac- 
friends, escaped with no more than‘count of the wreck and then left | 

a, slight bump from a hatbox. Her the store laughing. 
friends joined her in Sacramento 
and telegraphed to relativee in New ingame to obtain the fingerprints 
_. York that Mrs, Techimer had ar-jof a former brakeman who was 
rived all right. arrested once for placing a boulder 
jon a switch track. His present | 


efforts by station masters was all | 
that prevented another disaster. ) 

Authorities throughout the West 
continued to question suspects on | 
the theory the stramliner was 


suspect, | 


Signal Changing Hints ‘of its streamlined passenger train, 
W.P. Disaster Scheme | 


| for 
/ insisted on staying nearby were fol- 


sabotaged. They said it appeared | ; 
' ern shares operation of the stream- 


| differences between the units, 


| initely 
telling of| | €vening: 
| being 


Railroad.police also went to Bur-| | 


Torn rae 
Hurtling to Death 


New Evidence | 
‘Pushes Hunt 


For Saboteur 


A $5000 reward was posted today.|| 
| by the Southern Pacific Company || 
,for the ‘arrest of the person or per- 


'sons responsible for the wrecking 
| City of San Francisco, last Saturday y 
night, as all clues apparently had_| 
faded. 

Reno police revealed at the same e| 
time that Robert La Duceur, 28, the | 
“earless man” taken into custody | 
Monday, had not been released as | 
previously announced, but was be- 
ing held because “he talked too} 
much, in, his cell.” They would not | 
Say whether his previously-estab- 
lished alibi of being elsewhere at 


the time of the wreck had been 
broken. 

Railroad authorities, meanwhile, 
barred newspapermen and_ other 
observers from the wreck scene as 
workmen neared the bottom of the 


twisted pile of cars in the Humboldt ° 


reason 
who 


River bed. They gave no 
the ban and reporters 


lowed by railroad detectives. 
HYDRAULIC JACK 


New evidence for the railroad’s 
sabotage theory was found, they 
said, with the discovery of a heavy 
hydraulic jack in the tumbleweed 
400 feet south of the derailment 
point. It was the tool, they theo-' 
rized, that the wrecker or wreckers 
used to force the 2000-pound rail 
four inches out of line to cause the 
crack streamliner to leave the rails. 

At Treasure Island, William M.° 
Jeffers, president of the Union Pa-' 


\ cific Railroad, which with the South-) 


ern Pacific and Chicago Northwest- 


liner, said the City of San Francisco 
will resume service next Wednes- 
day with a train out of Chicago. 
SLIGHTLY DAMAGED 


Because of heating and lighting, 
none 
of the cars Involved in the wreck 
will be used, W@€fers said. The train 
will be made up*of stoek already on 
hand, although several of the cars 
in Saturday night’s wreck were only 
slightly damaged. 
The reward was posted. after ques- 
tioning of scores of witinerants 
throughout the State had, 
no one who could be ¥ 
at the scene on 
One transient 
held at Fresno, but 
ties admitted he was only 


Saturday 
still was 
authori- 
an out- 


| side suspect. 


La Duceur to talk 
freely, 
Andy Welliver of Reno, but in- 
sisted he was at Pyramid Lake, sev-| 


eral hundred miles away,)at the) 


continued 


| ; 


) 
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according to Chief of Police. 
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‘Least65in Plunge Into River! 
|Debris Searched for Others | 


Deliberately wrecked, the streamlined “City of 
Francisco,” pride of the Southern Pacifi’c fleet of 
crack trains, lay a twisted ruin yesterday in a bleak 
Nevada canyon. Twenty-one dead and at least 65 and 
probably more injured. Many of the latter are not. 
expected to survive. | | 

Startling proof that sabotage was responsible for 
the disaster came shortly after the‘ luxurious $2,- 
400,000 train piled up at a bridge across the Hum- ~ 
boldt river in Paradise Canyon, 16 miles west of Car- | 
lin, Nevada, at 10:33 p. m. Saturday. 


Forty-four spikes were removed from the outside rail of 
a curve near the Eastern approach to the bridge. Angle plates 


; : be 
'\|and connecting rail lengths were removed and one of the 


'Iengths spiked in on top “of the rail. 
The result: ed 
A death toll that may mount to 25° or 30, innumerable in- 
juries; 1000 feet of track ripped up; a steel bridge destroyed; 
| several of the units of the 17-car luxury liner smashed almost _ 
beyond repair, all but three of the cars derailed, most of them 
overturned with their human cargo. ae 
Several of the bodies were recovered from the river. 


Rails Began Spreading 
Aboard the streamliner were 114 Pullman and 65scoach 
passengers, less than half of whom escaped unscathed. a 
The train was traveling between 50 and 60 miles an hour 
through the torturous curves of the canyon, with E. FP; Hecox, 
ace engineer of the company, at the controls. 
The track was covered with green tumbleweed.-When | 
the three-car power unit passed over. the spot where the 
sabateurs had worked with murderous intent the rails began ~ 
spreading. | 
The engineer shut off power, but momentum carried the — 
Diesel-electric locomotive over the bridge and 997 feet before 
it could be stopped. The baggage car and coach ploughed u 
the right-of-way but managed to get across safely. ak 
The bridge, a 60-foot span, collapsed when the dining car 
smashed the structure, poised a few moments over the edge, 
lurched into the shallow Humboldt. 

The club car, immediately in? 
the rear of the diner, took a 
semi-nose dive, hurtling the 
terrified occupants of the car 
in a mangled heap at the for- 
ward end. The dead and most 
of the seriously injured were 
in these two units. 


Rescuers Arrive 
Two Hours Later 


Help did not arrive until 
nearly» two hours after the 
wreck, as the engineer had to 
run half a mile down the track 
to telephone division head- 
quarters at Carlin. First: res- 
cuers, outside of a few neigh- 
borhood ranchers, had to walk 


and the discovery. of tools near- 
by, was the presence of green 
tumbleweed on the track. | 

“Green tumbleweed does not _ 
blow around,” said the Coron-| 
er, who knows the arid region 
well. 

Green tumbleweed covered 
the track where the angle bar. 
had been removed when the 
juggernaut swept through the 
canyon at 50 to 60 miles an 
hour. Engineer. Hecox said he: 
felt the rails give way as his 
power car, one of three units 
of the mighty Diesel- electric 
engine, passed over the spot, 
This was just ahead of bridge 


ee es ee eS 


a mile anda half up the rail- 
road trackzafter leaving their 
cars on a highway. By early 
morning several special trains, 
scores of doctors and nurses, 
and many volunteer rescuers 
had reached the scene. 
Coroner Roy E. Harris of 
Eureka county held a prelim- | 
inary inquest and found that 
'\the victims had come to their 
death “by train accident and 
to the best of our belief and 
judgment the wreck was 
caused by a rail misplaced by 
a person or persons unknown.” 


No. 5 across the Humboldt 
river, One of the numerous 
small bridges in Paradise can- 
yon west of Carlin. PAE 


Speed of the train carried 
the power units, baggage car 
and one coach over the ripped- — 
up steel . The sixth of the 17- 
car streamliner—a combination® 
kitchen and coffee shop —,_ 
reached the west end of the .) 


x 


span before it. overturned. 7 


e 
Diner Crashes d 
Through Bridge =~ 
The next car was the ae z 
in which most of the fatalities _ 
occutred. A moment before, | 


i pataved:< on Pageit, Col. Fae 


whereabouts are unknown, but of-! 
ficers said they would like to find | 
him for questioning. 


3s OFFICIAL OF OIL JEXPLAIN REPOR TER BAN 
‘CONCERN VICTIM © Southern Pacific officers explained | 


their reasOn for ordering all-noh- 
J. H. Tuttle, director of the (official observers from the wreck | 


i, Scene yesterday. They said heavy | 
_ | wrecking Saw pment was being used | 
Streamliner wreck, was returning 0: wenove the “wrec eo cars ana 
from an eastern business trip) | | bridge, and there wa danger of 
with his son, James. .| injury. Guards had ie to “use 


I: ¥ bserv- | 
Tuttle’ H| force if necessary” to keep o | 
et age Who was in the ers, including newspapermen, away. | 


Th Mee ae with him, was not. HI A. D. McDonald, president of), 
‘hurt. Likewise uninjured was. J.||| the Southern Pacific, who has been }, 
\, |MacPherson, purchasing manager, constantly at the wreck scene since 
of Standard. Oil, riding in an ad- | Sunday, said he was convinced the | 
Joining compartment, | str ceminier had pe oe by 
_. MacPhe a single maniac. He said he could | 
officials - bee. oe a mpany |! | not believe any group of persons | 
is ‘injuries. nd colleague's would: wreck a train carrying ap- | 
MY and Mrs. Tuttle immedi- proximately 150 persons, even to} 
jately left the Tuttle home in La- 


satisfy “a eae: 
maeette to j som] oer of ASR: : 


acid’ lok 


time of the wreck. 
BEHIND SCHEDULE 


Some obsérvers said they lea ned | 
that the train was behind schedule | 
leaving. Carlin and was traveling | 
at an excessive rate of speed when| 
it hit the curve by the bridge over) 
the Humboldt, indicating the wreck | 
may have been accidental. Engineer 
Ed Hecox, however, in New York | 
to broadcast his impression of the | 
tragedy, insisted he was going’ only | 
60 miles an hour at the. Ainge. He| 
said there was no doubt of.sabotage. | 

Authorities awaited the printing i 
of a set of motion pictures made | i 
of the wreck Sunday morning by | 
John Rowberry, Elko theater owner 
and amateur cameraman. The film | 
was sent to San Francisco for) 
processing and officials said new/ Significant evidence of sa- 


clues might develop from it, | botage, in addition to the re- 
zy | re é | __\L| moval of oe and iid bars 
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AERIAL VIEW OF CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO AFTER DERAILMENT AND WRECK ON D 


The First Three Cars at Bottom of Picture Are the Three Units of the Powerful Losimotive: 


| 
: 
. 
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—Copyright, 1939, by San Francisco ™xaminer. All Rights Reserved, 
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| Crashing Roar Followed 


» By Shrieks of Victims; 
© Canyon Echoes Terror 


~~ | gathered around the tamperedysandy river bed, the big diner 
ay 2 | crashed onto it, the employes’ | 
rescuers all night. 
"| Assistant Superintendent T. 
| J. Foley of Ogden, Utah, first 
‘\high official of the line to 
reach the scene, announced 
that he had set in motion in-|forth across the mile wide 
\ vestigations by the Interstate canyon, then above it sounded 
-|Commerce Commission and|the first shrieks of the. in- 
\G-Men of the Department of|jured, the dying and the 
Justice. frightened. Those piercing 
_ The murderer's maniacal|shrieks were to go on for 
ent to kill as many pas-|hours. 
“sensets «as possible was| Passengers and 
ies x ea wn by the fact that erupted from the still-standing| 
eee moint wus 167|cats on each ‘side of the river | 
he picked feet J and ran to the river bed.| 
feet from a sjteel bri*ge over | There in those twisted yellow car's 
the Humboldt River, \intend-|they found men with their heads. 
ing that the whole ‘ train 


telescoped the: diner and the 
two Pullmans piled on top: of 
the mass. 

The clanging roar of rend- 
ing steel echoed back and 


trainmen 


torn off, men with their legs torn 
off, men who were masses of 


Most of them were Negro wait- 
|ers in the dining car and coffee! } 
shop car, which only an hour be-| | 
fore had been packed with pas-| 


sengers. | . 


into the bridge and drop to 
the river. | 
4th Car First 
To Hit Bridge | 
But miraculously the 6,400| Women Playing 


horsepower, three unit engine) Cards Victims 
—most powerful of its kind in But four of them were women! 


| the world—the baggage-dor-| who had been playing bridge in 
-} mitory car and the train’s| the coffee shop. | 
. only day coach were carried| Engineer E, F. Hecox was 
| , ,jamong the first of the train) | 
crew to make his way back to) 
the river. He had felt the stiff 
jar when the first trucks of his| 
engine hit the crossties, and in) 
that instant shut off all power. 
He had ridden his rocking, | 
jarring monster as it hurtled 
across the bridge and 300 yards). 
on before stopping. Hy 
| He paused. first at the day | 
aai|coach, the second car*back of the |} 
\{| three-car Diesel - engined power’ 
#)/Units. The coach lay on its side) 
and.. passengers. were pouring 





this car, 
He ran on back to the river. | © 
Just as he reached it, fire licked |} 
up from the smashed coffee shop-|! 
kitchen car. By its light he saw 
white-coated bodies of Negro 
waiters and cook’s helpers strewn | 
on the sandy bank and in the'! 
shallow water, Ke 
“I saw one. body under the | 
car—only an arm showed,” he | | 
said. “Others had been tossed |r 





PHILLIP SHORT 
Berkeley Hero in Wreck 





across the bridge ties by the 


ae f th 100 feet into some willows,” 
impetus of their sixty mile 
speed. And the last seven cars Veteran Shaken 


-mever. reached the bridge, With Emotion 
though four of them were| This gray haired veteran stood | 
thrown from the tracks and/today at the point where the), 


; saboteur bent the rail, the sounds. 
came to rest at a dizzy angle of last night’s screams still echo-|, 
on the embankment. 


ing in his ears, and burst out: lt 
The train’s fourth car, : 


“That 198 | 
combination kitchen and cof-| Screams were coming, too, from); 


fee shop, was the first to the still-standing cars, for pas-|; 
? 


; : .,|sengers had been thrown from|; 
Strike the bridge. After it their seats with an indescribable } 


came the diner, employes’| violence that smashed heads and|; 
sleeping car and two Pull-|broke ribs and arms and legs. |; 
mans : Hastily set red flares began to | 
bride 475 -£ t| flicker, throwing a ghostly crim-|} 

The ghd a ee hie og “t0OU) son light over the whole scene of 
curving structure of strong’ disaster. | 


steel. Its girders and Rilings Twelve miles away at the little; 
were shattered like match- town of Beowawe, consisting of| 


as . two stores, a saloon and an emer- |. 
y Sticks as the steel cars roared geney landing field; a dance’ wast 


into them and through them jin progress. Shortly before 11) 
and fifty feet down to the/o’clock a section hand stumbled) 
‘river bed. into the scene of revelry and': 
foe | pg : ; shouted word of the wreck. | 
y} . Im one crashing, splintering|  qnye dance broke up instantly.| 
hit the/The 100 dancers rounded up) 


ee 
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sleeper smashed down ee 1 


pulp. i 


from the windows, None’ died in| __ 
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Streamliner Most 
Modern on Rails 


$$ $$. 
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H oused ‘Pamer Plant 
210 Feet Long, Set 
Speed Record 


The streamlined City of San 
Francisco was a train of super: 
latives. 

It consisted of seventeen cars, 
including three power cars, a 
coffee shop, the dining car in 
which most of the lives were lost, 
and an. observation-lounge car 
with cocktail bar and barber shop. 
| Completely streamlined, - with 

no oper gaps between the indi- 


: 
| . 
' vidual cars, the train achieved 


v 


Speeds in excess of 110 miles an 
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‘hour. Its power plant was 210 
} 


'feet long—the largest and most 


| 


. 


|| The train was driven by trac: 
|tion motors geared to the axles 
j of the three power cars. Elec 
¢ tricity was. generated by three 
i twin 900 horsepower twelve. cyl< 
|| inder Diesel engines. 

| It was completely air condi< 
‘| tioned, had electrical outlets for 
| razors and curling irons in. all 
| rooms, individual radios and a2 
i telephone service from all cars to 
| diner and bar. aX 


Last week three Chicago girls 
started out happily aboard the 


‘Francisco on a trip to the Pacific 


position. 
Yesterday, two of the girls, 
Margaret Case and Dena Mc- 


rete 
71 AMS 
* 
a ~*~ 


DEATH BREAKS 


sleek streamliner City of San 


powerful of its type in the world, 


} 
' 


t 
‘ 


1 !coast and the Golden Gate Ex-:! 


} 


'Donald sat quietly together be-. 


a blazing Nevada sun 
lsurrounded by the battered and 
twisted wreckage of the train. A 
‘few feet away, their companion 
‘on the adventure, Myrtle Kobosky 


lay covered by a _ makeshift 


| neath 
) 


All the two girls.could say was, 
“we don’t think we'll go to the 
Exposition now.” 
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| fll-Kated Train 


Pilot Flies East 
NEWARK (N. J.), Aug. 15.— 
(AP)—Edward F. Hecox, engi- 


_ heer of the wrecked streamline 


| train “City of San Francisco,” 
- arrived here by plane en route 
_ to a New York radio appear- 


ance, said today he was “trying 
to forget the wreck” in Nevada 
which took twenty-four lives. 

The 65 year old Sparks (Nev.) 
resident said he enjoyed his 
flight East in an airliner and 
said he held a student. pilot’s 
license. 

Hecox said that at the age of 
14 he was driving a passenger - 
Stagecoach. between Lompos 
and Los Amos, Calif., and at the 
age of 29 went to work for the 
Southern Pacific Railroad; con- 
tinuing with them the’ past 
thirty-six years. . 

He will leave for the West to- | 
morrow night. 
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4 was battered. 
| were Shiny, indicating the blows 
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_|cago for a business conference, | 
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| Saping four inches, 


| indicating that they had not been 
_ redriven into the ties with a regu- 
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Probers Discover How He) 


ELKO (Nev.), Aug. 13.—A four inch gap between two| » 


rails. was the reason the City of San Francisco streamliner 


was torn apart and became a twisted mass of metal with a 
| heavy toll of deaths, officials atens 


the scene declared today. | hours ‘before: 


The opening could have been| 
caused only by a person intent! peen placed over the 
on wrecking the train, they held. | space, to hide it fr 
And the evidence, they pointed| 

. out, supported their contention of | 
- homicidal sabotage of the famed) miles an hour into the curve, 
rail flyer, | TERRIFIC FORCE. 

The steel plate that bound two} When the leading wheels of the 

lengths of rail on the curve to-| 5,400 horsepower motor 


A brush of tumbleweed had). 
gaping) 
om the'vigilance| | 
of Engnieer E. F. Hecox as he) |, 
tooted the streamliner at sixty j 


cari 


ad been struck but only a few 4 


is 
NN 


gether had been removed. It was}struck the opening in the rigid |! 


found during the day in a pile| continuity of the “spliced” rails, 

of brush at the foot of the right of! the guidin 

way embankment, lof the wheels went straight 

SPIKES HEADS BATTERED. | ahead, off the end of the rail be- 
Spikes which held the rail on the! fore the opening. 

ties had been removed, the end of 

the rail pushed inward, and 
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ENGINEER.E. F. HECOX OF ST L 
Hit Gaping Space at 60 Miles an Hour 


Copyright by San Francisco Examiner. Alf Rights Reserved, 


respiked to the ties, 


leaving thesand several of the following cars 
The heads| literally ripped the 
of the track spikes were battered,! their places. Following cars 
added to the damage, beginning 
to sway in the absence of their 
steel, wood and stone path, and 
then they crashed into the side of 
the bridge but 167 feet from the’ 
home a spike. misplaced rail, and tore it apart. | 

The end of the rail showed! The coroner’s jury declared the 
marks.where leverage had been | 
used to force it inward. It also 
The indentations: 


lar spike maul, a narrow two- 
headed sledge that requires but a 
few swings by an expert to drive 


wreck was caused by a “mis. 
placed rail, misplaced by person 
or persons unknown.” . 


TRAVELER CHOSE | 
TRAIN AS SAFEST 


eon ES I NT 


; 
Le 
Pounding with terrific force on-| 
then'the ties and roadbed the engine } 


' 
} 


| 
: 
} 


i 


g flanges on the inside} | 


st) sal 
: tie 


rails from. } 


victims were killed because the: At 
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PHILADELPHIA, Aug. al Garages Are Full 4] 


| (AP)—S. Horace Disston, injured} 
‘In the Nevada passenger train| 
wreck, decided against a plane| 
trip to the coast “for safety’s| 
sake,” local relatives reported to- 
day. 

The 54 year old president of the! | 
Disston Saw Company left Phila-| 


|delphia Thursday, stopped in Chi-| 


The diplomats say there will 


are just like rubber bars in a _ 
lion’s cage. | 


war machines are back in dead 
then headed toward San Fran-| |storage. like grandma’s bustle 
cisco.to meet his wife, visiting al: Fay ein cae eae 
| daughter, Natalie, there. 


; 


We'll feel better Whien the | 


be no war but those statements __ 


| 


i] 


By ARTHUR “BUGS” BAER. | 
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“Tt Was the Last Wordin Luxury— 
Air-Conditioned, Quiet, 5 peedy 


In a barren Nevada canyon the! 
“City of San Francisco,’ one of the 
most powerful and luxurious trains 
in the world, Jay~ with its back 
broken today, its sleek cars a tan- 
gled death trap for 20 persons. 

‘The wreck, in the eyes of many 


railroad men and others who ad- 


mired the “City of San Francisco” 
as one of the marvels of modern | 
railroad engineering, was like a bad 
ending to a dream. 

The 17 brown and yellow cars that 
flashed across mountains, deserts | 
and plains between Oakland and | 
Chicago in 39% hours, were a never- 
ceasing wonder to the residents of 
all the towns along that route. 
That picture was suddenly and trag- 
ically shattered by yesterday’s ca- 
tastrophe. 

On January 2, 1937, the “City of 
San Francisco” sailed from Oakland 
on its first regular run. A great 
crowd came to see it depart and to) 
witness the birth of a new age in 
railroad transportation. 

These facts became the criterion 
for luxury trains: 

A three-car 54,000 horsepower 
Diesel electric locomotive pulls the 
train. It is one of the most pow- 
erful mobile plants ever built. 

There are berths on the train 
for 168 persons, ‘a coach car which 
accommodates 54 more passengers. 
The gaps between the cars ,are 
closed with “diaphragms” ,»that. 
give the train a continuous tubu- 
lar effect. . 
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Admits Threat 
To Wreck Train 


Knoxville, Tenn., Aug. 15.—(P)— 
FBI Agent E. R. Davis announced } 
today that Henry Parks, 28 years || 
old, of Cleveland, Tenn., pleaded | 
guilty at a preliminary hearing to ! 
charges of attempting to extort | 
$52,000 from the Southern railway | 
under threat to cause a_ train || 
wreck. | 

Parks, a stove factory employe, || 
Was arrested Monday. He was held | 
in $20,000 bail for the grand jury. || 

Davis said Parks had written to || 
President E. E. Norris of the South- || 
ern railway in Washington order- | 
ing Norris to communicate by | 
means of an advertisement to be || 
run for a week in the Chattanooga | 
News. He _ reported typewriters 
used in the case trapped Parks, ' 
Lf 
if 


and Sacramento it reached 105 

miles an hour. 

The streamliner replaced an old 
train of the same name, a train once 
considered the utmost in rail trans- 
portation. 

This streamliner cut eight hours 
off the running, time between Oak- 
land and Ogden, over a tortuous 
desert and mountain route on which 
it at last met disaster. 


“Presidio,” “Mission” Do- 
“Embarcadero,” “Twin 
Peaks,” “Fisherman’s Wharf,” 
“Seal Rocks,” “Telegraph Hill,” 
“Portsmouth Square,” “Nob Hill.” 


insulated. 


Street,” 
lores,” 


The entire train is 
It’s quiet, smooth, cool. 
In a trial run after its comple- 
tion it ran 110 miles an hour near 
Tron Mountain, Nev., at one time 
teuched 115. Between Roseville 


only two nights and one day t 
reach Chicago, more than*2000 mile 
from ‘the Pacific Coast.. Shock ab- 
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ae 


Extra fare and extra fast, it takes | 


Preeaution— 
Roadbed 
Patrolled 
For Safety 


The disaster that. overtook the 
streamliner City of San Francisco 
|| came despite meticulius care taken |! 
to avoid mishap, Southern Pacific} 
Officials said yesterday. | 4h 
For months before inauguration of 
istreamliner service between San 
‘Francisco and Chicago, they said, 
)every inch of the more than 2000 
sengers, 14 employes of the railroad.|miles of mainline track was in-| 
Twelve of the dead resided in Met-j;Spected. In many places new, heayy } 
ropolitan Oakland. Of the 119 in- duty rails were laid, curves elimi- 
jured, 21 passengers and 16 employes pan and roadbeds widened andj 
are still in hospitals, while 82 pas s+] | 
sengers were released from hospitals | eee ees -of-way through 
i hienadl oldt river canyon, where 
J | the accident occurred, electrical 
“slide fences” were installed. These 
operated in such a manner that if 
a rock slide from the canyon wali 
struck the fence, automatic block 
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(Continued from page 1) 


in an Elko hospital, where doctors 
said his condition was not critical. 


Of the 23 killed, nine were pas~ 


treatment for minor 
SPECIAL APPEAL 
With wrecking crews still striv- 
ing to penetrate some sections of 


after 


the wrecked streamlined cars in the} ** 
Humboldt riyer bed, Pres. A. D. | Signals would stop the train. 
McDonald of the Southern Pacific} Every few days the right-of-way) 
lines dispatched a special appeal is patrolled by a “detector car,” 
to J. Edgar Hoover requesting the which, through an ingenious device, 
cooperation of G+men in the maNican detect the silghtest flaw in the 
i} hunt. rails, 
| At the same time McDonald dis- ‘track, Petar oe of eel 
closed that “conclusive evidence had | ‘wher f] Y place 
been unearthed pointing to a def- e a flaw is found is lowing 
linite suspect. with paint for repair crews following. 
“The evidence is of such a na- | Company spokesmen said that. 
ture, however, that we do not fee} |Section crews continually inspect the 
free to divulge it at this time,” right- of-way. 
McDonald said. | Every precaution humanly possible 
He added that in the belief of was taken to provide for the safety 
investigators one man alone priediof the transcontinetal run, officials 
loose the rail that sent the yellow said. Engineer Edward Hecox of, 


The maximum speed is in excess 
of 110. miles an hour. 

Each sleeping room and Pull- 
man berth is equipped with an air 
conditioning system regulated by 
the occupant. There is a 70-chair | 
diner, a 32-seat coffee shop, a club | 
car with a bar, radio, card tables, 
writing desks, and at the rear a 
combination lounge - observation | 
car which also contains a bar, a 
barber shop. | 

A passenger may have an in- 
dividual radio in a room, at ter- 
minals take up a phone and talk 
with the outside. 

The cars are named 


sorbers and knee action wheel 
straighten out curves that once jolt-| 
ed passengers riding in the hot, 
dusty cars of old-time trains, 


“Market 


PRPS EE INNS ASN Ory OVW Vie W yt AR Aon PAB AARALA SSAA DOA OED 
ee A eee res nae ee 
re Manrare, edtaterelsteretetmnie A tee et 


NEAR ELKO, Nev., workmen construct a 

temporary bridge, while wrecking crews 

hunt for bodies and clear wreckage of the | 

streamline train, ‘’City of San Francisco,” | 

which crashed through the old bridge, kill- 
ing 19 and injuring 114.—Acme. 


ae 


occurred. 
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A closeup of the “Embarcadero,” club car where most casualties 
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Bnite 
Fcame after Reno 
fonerated Bob 
&“earless man,’ who had been 7 8a 


streamliner crashing into a steel 
bridge from which five cars tum- 
bied into the canyon. 

NATIONWIDE HUNT 

A nationwide hunt for the mass s| 

i murderer was promised by William 

“M. Jeffers, president of the Union 

-a.cific railroad, who was at the! 

wne of the disaster aiding G-men 

preliminary investigations.| 

Nae Pacific and Union Pacific’ 

“land passenger trains run bver| 
yocame right of way. 

a report that J. Edgar cates 
agould fly from Washington, D. C.,| 
@m@ assume personal charge of the} 
@Avestigation could not be 
Be rmed in Reno. 
= McDonald’s revelation that a def-) 
suspect was being sought} 
police had ex-| 
La Ducer, 28, the) 
tioned for almost 12 hours by an 
FBI agent. 

Officers said they confirmed Lal 
Ducer’s alibi that he was at Pyra-| 
mid lake at the time the killer 
opened the four-inch gap between! 
the rails and cunningly 
the lethal break with tumble weed. 

3 MORE BODIES 

With the recovery of three ad- 
ditional bodies from the tangled 
wreckage and the death of two 
more 


pital, the list of known dead stood 


at 23 with the possibility that still) 


more bodies 
the wreckage 


may be recovered as 
is cleared. Twenty- 
four of the dead. were identified. 
Identity of the twenty-fifth, ap- 
parently a Negro porter, was not 
established. 

Of the names added to the death 
toll, two were pasSengers and two 
members of the train crew, making 


i 


a total of nine passengers and 16}, 


employes. 

Mrs. Henry P. Vaux of Rosemont, 
Pa., and a young girl, believed to 
be her daughter, were found crushed 
to death in one of the wrecked cars 
by a wrecking crew laboring among 
the twisted wreckage in the desert 
canyon. 

At Elko general hospital, Sam 
Wall of Alameda, a member of the 
ldinine car crew, died of his injuries. 


con- 


concealed 


men in the Elko general hos- | 


the “Oity of San Francisco,” is the 
‘lines’ ace engineer.. 1 
Before the streamliner was put 
‘into commercial -sérvice, it made 
‘several test runs, between San Fran- 
cisco and Chicago. Members of the 
erew, from engineer to the stew-| 
‘ardess,, Thelma Ristvedt, were the 
most competent in the service, 
Southern Pacific officials declared. 4 
y 


CRASH DEAL 
CHECK-UP 
oct TULL 

Al 2d 


RENO, Nev., Aug. 15 {NS).—|9 
| Death toll of the Palisade canyon} ¥ 
train disaster stood at 23 today as} 
law enforcement agencies of city, f 
state and nation combined forces in 
a far-?flung search for the wrecker]! 
of the streamlined 17-car ° ‘City of | 


e °° 
San Francisco. 
Even private citizens, 


them expressing a desire to admin- ‘ 

\| gster swift justice when, as and if e 
i the mass murderer is caught, joined f . 
in self-sworn posses and scoured the 


many of f 


arid desert hills for some clue to 
the killer’s trail. 
SUSPECT JAILED 

One suspect was being held in the}? 
Fresno county jail today for ques-}) 
tioning in connection with the 
wreck. 

Thee suspect, who assertedly ad- 
mitted being near the scene of the 
Nevada train disaster, was taken}| 
into custody by Detective Sergeant 
A. B. McCreary and Harry Helt, 
Southern Pacific detective. ¢ 

Meanwhile the Southern Pacific}, 
company again revised the casualty |{ 
list, reducing the number of deaths 
by one and scaling, the number of}; 
injured up to 119. One man, Albert 
Johnson of Chicago, at first be- 
lieved to have been killed, was found /g 


(Turn | to page By Gol, 5) | 
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Elsie Fox of Oakland was 





Miss Lillian Brookman de- 

clared, “I’m the luckiest 

woman in the world,” as 

she embraced her sister, 

Mrs. Marie Gwynn of S.F. 

Miss Brookman escaped 
unhurt. 


Philip Short of Oakland is 

alive today because he 

tired of cards, left the 

club car only seconds be- 

fore it became a death 
trap. 


John Pierpont, a New 
Yorker, was one of the 
fortunate survivors aboard 
the special “‘mercy train” 
when it rolled into Oak- 
land yesterday morning. 


hurled to the floor by the 
crash, dazed, shaken— 
and unhurt. She finds i 
hard to believe her good 


fortune. 





















WORKERS BUSY ON CLEANUP JOB 
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DR. M. G. BRIGHAM 
“Pue had my ride. . 


) GRIM AFTERMATH—Southern Pacific wrecking crews 
'G _ shown at the scene of the streamliner City of San Fran- 
: cisco disaster in the Nevada desert country. The men are 


working with piledriver to erect stage for salvage opera- 
tions on tangled coaches in the foreground. Seventeen 
cars were involved in.the derailment, laid to fiend’s act. 
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Quinn Launches Wide Hunt Survivors Describe Train Crash Drama 


By JERRY HANNIFIN | jured were astonishingly brave as the fate that took many lives in 


, i (United Press Staff Correspondent, ) l wre carried them’ to the haven. of the car. 
. For Clues to Wreckers | Elko, Nev., Aug. 13.—The lights | Ted Allen of Oakland, Calif, a 


the hospital. ae ‘dh 
went out and the world exploded cook on the dining car, said Ne was 
mdi : As 1 carried him to the am-| hurled through a window with six 
in: By Ring, CECve sn Sane bulance and rode to the hospital) others and they landed 125 feet 
Thet'was the story, heard boday with him, I talked with J. A: Jones,| away beside the track. 
| from the bruised lips of seriously- 


| San Francisco motor dealer. | “It was a miracle that we 
injured. survivors of the wreck of “The lights suddenly: went out,” escaped,” Allen said. “When we 
the streamliner City of- San Fran-|}. said. “At once I knew we were | Went back to look at the wreckage 
we could hardly believe that pile 





Police Chief Quinn of San Francisco yesterday issued 
a State-wide all points teletype asking that all transients 
as be closely questioned in connection with the wreck of the 
City of San Francisco near Carlin, Nev.. Saturday night. 

“The train was maliciously derailed and wrecked by 
removing an angle bar from a rail joint on the outside rail | || 











ie i: 7D “es cisco as I helped carry them on}in for a crash and without. a/| W°. a 
ty 4 ” Bete and spiking the rail out of line,’ the message | || stretchers from the hospital train| thought I jumped up,.and. dived of junk had once been a train. 
hs|/ eclared. | ts < naew fa eee 

of |} ) to ambulances and into the Elko | through the window, 


Mac Williams of Dayton and C. 


“Dan O’Connell, special agent for the Southern Pa- | 
C. Welch of San Francisco said. 


bok General. hospital. 
cific Company, requests your full co-operation in appre- : 


: They had broken arms and legs < os | 
‘ hensiow of th : y ‘| they were playing cards in the.club | 
i) ererk q = ee Or persons responsible for this fractured spines and horrible lacer- : car when the lights went out and. 


|ations. As they were received at|the train lurched crazily. They 


the hospital, many were rushed to.) Were hurled through windows. 
Seley Foote of Berkeley, Calif., 


' Suggest all transients be quizzed to find out if they | 
. have seen mentally demented persons or have talked . staceiy. Iniubeniahakel wine soa hides 
| with anyone with a grudge against railroads.”’ , pe” | said he was sitting in the club car 
: 


j tions. |'when he felt the lurch. He also 
| The heat was almost unbearable |took his chances and plunged 


| 
in the stuffy bunk cars, but the in- through the window and escaped 
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STRANDED—Left to right, Dena McDonald, Mary 
Block, Margaret Case, all of Chicago, Elsie Fox of Oak- 
land and Dorothy FPfleuger of Chicago, survivors of 


rs 
% 

. MRR 

1 RRA SOA IE Sm = 


desert train wreck, sit by right of way awaiting rescue 
train. Myrtle Kobosky of Eland, Wis., companion of 
Miss Block and Miss McDonald on trip was killed. 


All Rights meserved, 


—Copyright, 


1939, by San Francisco Examiner, 


ITS MONSTER MOTORS STIILLED, this Diesel power car, part 


of the streamliner’s 3-car power unit, lies tilted at a crazy angle where 


it came to rest alter the torn rails had sent it crashing to the right-of-way 
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Southern Pacific Luxury Train 
Derailed in Nevada; Six Cars. 
Jump Track; Relief Rushed| 


—_— —-—— —_ 


Twelve persons were re- 


\ported killed last night. 
when the Southern Pacific 


streamliner “City of San. 
Francisco,” luxury train, 


| was derailed in the Nevada 
‘desert, sixteen miles west! 
of Carlin. 


} 
{ 
; 


The conductor of the 
‘rain, westbound for San 
F rancisco from Chicago,- 
was reported missing. 
| The wreck was caused when) 
the high speed train struck a 
oile of stone on the track, offi- 
cials said. Victims were mem- 


| 
vers of the dining car crew. i 
(he 


! 
| 
} 
| 
lr 


| 
' Special trains, carrying 


nurses and doctors, were im-| 


mediately despatched to the. 


scene of the wreck, from Car-' 
lin, Sparks, Nev., and Ogden, 
Otah. 

COACHES DERAILED. 
| Six coaches behind the en- 
rine car left the track, accord- 
ing to the first reports of the 
accident. 

The train, operated jointly 
oy the Southern Pacific, Union 
‘Pacific and Chicago, North- 
western Railways, was due 


to arrive in San Francisco 


early this morning. 

| Seene of the wreck is in the 
desolate desert country. Com- 
munication ‘facilities were 
disrupted, it was_ believed, 
when the cars left the rails 
and demolished wire poles and 
‘wires along the right of way, 
‘prohibiting the use’ of emer- 
‘gency telephonic and tele. 
graphic equipment. 
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Her 
e the worst of he tragedy occurred, In the shattered remnants of these cars whic 


injured 

San Francisco, Aug. 13.—(#)—A| 
partial list of injured in the South- 
ern Pacific train wreck near Car-) 
lin, Nev.: | 

Mrs. Herbert Marcus, Dallas, | 
Texas. | 

Herbert Marcus, Dallas, back) 
probably broken, and scratches | 
and abrasions. 

Mrs. Mary Hughes, Chicago, cut) 
on left hand and shock. | 

James H. Tuttle, San Francisco, 
one wrist broken and other ap- 
parently broken. 

James Tuttle Jr. Lafayette, 
Calif., bruised. 

Ted Allen, second cook, Oak- 
land, Calif., chest and rib injuries. 

Mrs. Emma Melbourne, Connors 
Grove, Ill, back and left shoulder 


injured. 
«= Charles F. Kasinke, Oakland, | 


second cook, broken leg, gash on| 
other leg and face. . 

Alex Fuston, third cook, Oak- | 
land, bump on head. | 

Mrs. Dena Walger, San Fran-| 
cisco, broken rib and bruised el- 
bow. 

John Harnowski, Omaha, Neb., 

chef, broken leg and back in- 
jury. 

R. E. Edwards, Sparks, Neb., rib 
and back injury. 

James Chesholm, waiter, Oak- 
land, lacerated head and injured 
leg. 

Harry Anadonne, Elmhurst, Til., 
back injury. | 

Mrs. A. K. Ambergh, Chicago, 
strained back. 

Helen F. Wilkinson, Evanston, 
Ml., shoulder bruise. | 

Stewardess (name unavailable), 
lacerated face and bruises. J 

Mrs. Abryel Wallace, Mount 
Wernot, N, Y., shoulder injured. | 

Robert McWilliams, Virginia. 
Ohio, bruised head, broken rib. 

William Hazelton, Oakland: 
waiter, chest and back injured. 

Enis Scott, waiter, Denver, Colo., 
broken arm and collar bone. 

Mrs. S. Sanford, San Francisco, 
shaken up. 

Robert §. Brown, care of Mrs. 
B. Hearn, Huntington Lake, Calif., 
bruised groin and legs. 

Mrs. Lillian Otto Fried, Sher- 
wood Hills, Madison, Wis. left 
shoulder and right ankle bruised. 

Mrs. Oscar Vitt, Oakland, shoul- 
der and neck injury. 

Clark G. Sherer, White Plains, 
N. Y., sprained back. 

Mrs. Phillip Calin, Stockton, 
Calif., back injury. 

J. MacPherson, San Francisco, 
possible rib injury. 

Mrs. Helen E. Meiklejohn, Berke- 
ley, Calif., nose and back injuries. 

Mrs. Reginald Grubb, Montreal, 
head injury. 

Ruth Hendrickson, Chicago, gen- 
eral bruises and injured arm. 

Mrs. E. B. Dunham, New York 
City, bruised head. ) 

Minnie Heilemar, Jefferson Junc-| 
tion, Wis., injury not detailed. 

Miss Thelma Judy, Columbus, 
Ohio, minor hip injury. | 

James Gravely, waiter, Berkeley,| 
right arm and both legs broken, 
lip cut. 

Sam Walls, second cook, Alame- 
da, Calif., back injury. 

Marcus Stark, waiter, Berkeley, 
back, both legs, right arm and right 
eye injured. 

Mrs. L. Violapy, Tomlin, Aus-| 
tralia, back and right leg injured. 

Horace Diston, Philadelphia, (no 
list of injuries). 

Albert Johnson, Chicago, no list 
of injuries. 

Mrs. F: G. Foote, Berkeley, no list 
of injuries. 

N. Sourian, Chicago, back in-| 
jured. } 

Gerald C. Welch, San Farncisco, 


chest and ribs injured. | 
Jack Jones, San Francisco, leg | 


and ribs broken. | 
T. B. Lynch, San Francisco, head, | 
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officers. —A.P. Wirephoto, 
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Aug. 14—Tumbled into this Nevada 


“The Man Without Ears’ 
| Robert La Duceur, the strange character who grinned at 


police, commented, “I knew you’d get me,” and then was 
grilled and released by the ? 
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Streamliner Lies Like 
Broken Toy in Canyon 


By. STANTON... DELAPLANE 
Chronicle Staff Writer 


AT THE SCENE OF THE TRAIN 
WRECK, PALISADE CANYON, Nev., 


canyon, the Southern Pacific crack 
streamlined “City of San Fran- 
cisco” lies like a broken toy train. 

Wrecking crews have been work- 
ing feverishly throughout the day 
to repair the track and bridge. They 
are working tonight, but sa far their 
efforts have done little to change 
the scene set two nights ago when a 
loosened rail sent 11 cars spinning 
off the embankment into the Little 
Humboldt river. 


We flew low over the wreck 
early today to land at Elko, The 
tumbled cars are like a toy train 
from the air. But from the 
ground the terror of that night 
becomes apparent. Car after car 
piled up, the diner a mass of torn 
and twisted wreckage that no 
longer resembles a railway car. 


From Elko we later drove up by 
automobile through Beowawe, 10 
miles of dust that sprays a car like 
an ocean wave. At Harney you walk 
up the tracks where Engineer Ed 
Hecox stumbled to a telephone with 
the screams of the injured and dying 
following him down the canyon. 


In the backwaters formed by the 
cars in the shallow river, are 
spilled swank chromium and rub- 
ber upholstered chairs, torn shoes, 
a pair of woman’s stockings. 


A piledriver is hammering a new 
bridge into the very edge of the} 


(eee. _ 


wreckage, and its thudding echoes 
up the canyon and over the sage- 
brush peppered hills. 


Beside the wrecked cars where 
train crews were removing three 
more bodies, President A. B. Mc- 
Donald told us that he is convinced 
that the loosened rail wa3 the work 
of one man—a madman. Evidence 
has been gathered secretly and F. B. 
I. agents are reported to have ar- 
rived this afternoon at Elko. 


All roads into the scene of the 
wreck have been closed by rail- 
way police and Sheriff’s deputies. 
There has been suspicion of loot- 
ing by sightseers. 

Along the right of way, stream- 


ers of bandage are caught in_ the| 


thorny tumble weed fluttering in a 
hot wind that sweeps across the 
prairie. 

Baggage has been gathered and 
shipped away, but odds and ends 
that are unidentifiable strew the 
tracks and stream bed. There are 
ticket stubs and pieces of cloth- 
ing. While we watched, a rail- 
way man picked up a woman’s 
purse stuffed with expensive 
jewelry. 
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An unusual view of the wreck, looking past the 


reck 


‘It Was Sabotage! More on Discovery 
That Torn Rails Sent 25 to Death 


Continued from Page 1 
wreck, as the engineer had to|one of them, jolted to a right 


jrun half a mile down the track 
to. teleplione division head- 
quarters at Carlin. First res- 
cuers, outside of a few neigh- 
borhood ranchers, had to walk 
a mile and a half up the rail- 
1oad track after leaving their 
cars on a highway. By early 
morning several special trains, 
scores of doctors and nurses, 
and many volunteer rescuers 
had reached the scene. 
Coroner Roy E, Harris of 
Eureka county held a prelim- 
inary inquest and found that 
the victims had come to their 
death “by train accident and 
to the best of our belief and 
judgment the wreck was 
caused by a rail misplaced by 
a person or persons unknown.” 
Significant evidence of sa- 
botage, in addition to the re- 
moval of spikes and angle bars 
and the discovery of tools near- 
by, was the presence of green 
tumbleweed on the track. 
“Green tumbleweed does not 
blow around,” said the Coron- 


‘angle position by the twisted 
|rails, narrowly escaped sliding 
|down the steep slope into the 
river, Only the last three units, 
including the sumptuous lounge 
observation car, remained on 
the rails. 


Darkness Adds 


To Horror of Scene 


Scenes of indescribable hor- 
ror followed... The darkness of 
Palisades canyon added to the 
terror, as all lights*went out, 
save for one in the cab of the 
locomotive across the collapsed 
bridge from the dead and in- 
jured, 


Unharmed passengers and 
members of the crew immedi- 
ately organized rescue squads, 
helping others out of windows, 
carrying injured from the train 
to the right of way where 
they were given emergency 
first aid treatment. 


Only registered nurse on the 
scene until medical. assistance 
arrived was Stewardess Thel- 
ma Ristvedt of Chicago. Al- 


Mrs. Ruth 
Hendrickson 


of Chicago suffered one of the 
most blood-curdling experi- 
ences of any of the survivors. 
The terrific impact flung her 
bodily through the length of 
two compartments which had 
“telescoped. The shock when 
she brought up against the 
steel wall tore her shoes from 


her feet. ‘| have never seen 


anything so horrible,” said 


OT CN NC LL LL 


a 


Mrs. Hendrickson. ““Arms and 
legs flew. all over. After four 
hours of imprisonment in the 
crushed car, people began to 
pray. | have never seen people 


act so marvelously.” 
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partial list of injured in the South- 
ern Pacific train wreck near Car- 


lin, Nev.: 













































injured 


San Francisco, Aug. 13.—(#)—A 


Mrs. Herbert Marcus, Dallas, 
Texas. 

Herbert Marcus, Dallas, back | 
probably broken, and. scratches | 


and abrasions. 
Mrs. Mary Hughes, Chicago, cut | 


on left hand and shock. | 
James H. Tuttle, San Francisco, | 
one -wrist broken and other ap- 
parently broken. | 
James Tuttle Jr, Lafayette, | 
Calif., bruised. 

Ted Allen, second cook, Oak- — 
land, Calif., chest and rib injuries. 
Mrs. Emma Melbourne, Connors 
Grove, Ill, back and left shoulder 
injured. 

Charles F. Kasinke, Oakland, . 
second cook, broken leg, gash on | 
other leg and face. 
Alex Fuston, third cook, Oak- 
land, bump on head. wee 
Mrs. Dena Walger, San Fran-| 
cisco, broken rib and bruised el- » 
bow. 
John Harnowski, Omaha, Neb., 
chef, broken leg and back in- 
jury. 
R. E. Edwards, Sparks, Neb., rib 
and back injury. = 

James Chesholm, waiter, Oak- 
land, lacerated head and injured j_ 
leg. 

Harry Anadonne, Elmhurst, Il, 
back injury. 

Mrs. A. K. Ambergh, Chicago, 
strained back. 4 

Helen F: Wilkinson, Evanston, ‘a 
Mil., shoulder bruise. 

Stewardess (name unavailable), 
lacerated face and bruises. 

Mrs. Abryel Wallace, Mount 
Wernot, N. Y., shoulder injured. = 

Robert McWilliams, Virginia. 

Ohio, bruised head, broken rib. A 

William Hazelton, Oakland: 
waiter, chest and back injured. 

Enis Scott, waiter, Denver, Colo., 
broken arm and collar bone. 

Mrs. S. Sanford, San Francisco, ne 
ghaken up. . 

Robert S. Brown, care of Mrs. 
B. Hearn, Huntington Lake, Calif., 
bruised groin and legs. 

Mrs. Lillian Otto Fried, Sher- mer 
wood Hills, Madison, Wis. left 
shoulder and right ankle bruised. 

Mrs. Oscar Vitt, Oakland, shoul- 
der and neck injury. 

Clark G. Sherer, White Plains, 
N. Y., sprained back. 

Mrs. Phillip Calin, Stockton, 
Calif., back injury. 

J. MacPherson, San Francisco, 
possible rib injury. 

Mrs. Helen E. Meiklejohn, Berke- 
ley, Calif., nose and back injuries. 

Mrs. Reginald Grubb, Montreal, 
head injury. 

Ruth Hendrickson, Chicago, gen- 
eral bruises and injured arm. 

Mrs. E. B. Dunham, New York 
City, bruised head. 

Minnie Heilemar, Jefferson Junc- 
tion, Wis., injury not detailed. 

Miss Thelma Judy, Columbus, 
Ohio, minor hip injury. 







































































James Gravely, waiter, Berkeley, x 
right arm and both legs broken, a 
lip cut. 


Sam Walls, second cook, Alame- 
da, Calif., back injury. 

Marcus Stark, waiter, Berkeley, oe 
back, both legs, right arm and right 
eye injured. 

Mis. L. Violapy, Tomlin, Aus- A 
tralia, back and right leg injured. 

Horace Diston, Philadelphia, (no 
list of injuries). 

Albert Johnson, Chicago, no list 
of injuries. 

Mrs. F: G. Foote, Berkeley, no list ” 
of injuries. 

N. Sourian, Chicago, back in-| Ce 
jured. | 

Gerald C. Welch, San Farncisco, | 
chest and ribs injured. 

Jack Jones, San Francisco, leg 
and ribs broken. | a 

T. B. Lynch, San Francisco, head. | 
back and ankle injured. | 

Mrs. S. E. Johnson, San Francisco, 
injuries undetailed. l 

Mrs. Charles Cole, Berwin, Ill, 
injuries undetailed. | 

B. Dreyer, San Jose, Calif, in- | 
juries undetailed. 

Eva Block, Chicago, injuries un- 
detailed. ' 

E. A. Betts, State College, Pa., 
general bruises. 

Miss Ann Snyder, Warren, Pa., | 
back and chest bruised. 

Edward M. Bertha, Chicago, | 
pruised. 

Mrs. -Harry -McLerie, Chicago, 
bruised leg. 

Miss Mattie C. Snyder, Warren, 
Pa., bruises. 

Miss Shyrock, Navarre hotel, 
Philadelphia, Pa., bruises. 

w.C. Owen, Grosse Pointe, Mich., 
back and neck sore. 

L. A. Brown, Toronto, Can., back 


and chin and legs injured. 
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An unusual view of the wreck, looking past the engine, saukaes the bridge. 
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It Was Sabotage! More on Discovery 
That Torn Rails Sent 25 to Death 


Continued from Page 1 


wreck, as the engineer had to| one of them, jolted to a right 



























to. teleplione division head- | ; 
oO ices eae i|down the steep slope into the 
eter rey oe arin, s1St Fes- | river. Only the last three units, 


Robert La Duceur, the strange character who prinned at 
police, commented, “I knew you’d get me,” and then was 
grilled and released by the ? cuers, outside of a few neigh- ‘including the sumptuous lounge 


officers. —A.P. Wirephoto, | / \ borhood ranchers, had to walk | observation car, remained on 


a mile and a half up the rail-| the rails. 








1oad track after leaving their | 
cars on a highway. By early Darkness Adds 


morning several special trains,|—Tg Horror of Scene 
scores of doctors and nurses, 


-Streamliner Lies Like 
| Broken Toy in Canyon 


Scenes of indescribable hor- 
ror followed.. The darkness of 
Palisades canyon added to the 
terror, as all lights*went out, 
save for one in the cab of the 


| and many volunteer rescuers 

| had reached the scene. | 
| Coroner Roy E. Harris of | 
| Eureka county held a prelim- | 


By. STANTON... DELAPLANE ‘wreckage, and its thudding echoes’ inary inquest and found that|),-omotive across the collapsed 
|Chronicle Staff Writer up the canyon and over the sage- | the victims had come to their | bridge from the dead and in- 
AT THE SCENE OF THE TRAIN | Tush peppered hills. | death “by train accident and | jureq 


WRECK, PALISADE CANYON, Nev.,|_ Beside the wrecked cars where | to the best of our belief and | Unh d : d 
Aug, 14—Tumbled into this Nevada | ttain crews were removing three ‘udgment the wreck was| nnarmed passengers and | 
canyon, the Southern Pacific crack | | more bodies, President A. B. Mc- J ee of the CTCw immedi- 
streamlined “City of San Fran- | Donald told us that he is convinced caused by a rail misplaced by ately organized rescue squads, 


cisco” lies like a broken toy train. | that the loosened rail wa’ the work a person or persons unknown.” | helping others out of windows, 
Wrecking crews have been work- of one man—a madman. Evidence Significant evidence of sa-| | carrying injured from the train 


rN en ea Wy a~ | nas been gathered secretly and F. B. | : -.° 
ing feverish|5 throughout the day $e ce Be ine os re to oe a botage, in addition to the re-| to the right of way where 
to repair the track and bridge. They |~: “e™-” “* : : oe 1 of snikes d le b 
'rived this afternoon at Elko. moval of spikes and angie bars|they were given emergency 
and the discovery of tools near-| first aid treatment. 








| are working tonight, but sa far their | 
efforts have done little to change | All roads into the scene of the 











| the scene set two nights ago when a | Wrepe add oe closed by rail- by, was the presence of green Only registered nurse on the | 
| loosened rail sent 11 cars spinning eR ae Se ex apne tumbleweed on the track. scene until medical. assistance 
f } >1Y i ankr 1ent in th i re as peen suspicion oO OoOoLt- ‘ . 
Peeing :- oy ala Ps nO: Weare | ing by sightseers. “Green tumbleweed does not| arrived was Stewardess Thel- 
a ae | Along the right of way, stream- blow around,” said the Coron-|ma Ristvedt of Chicago. Al- 


We flew low over the wreck 





ers of bandage are caught in the e 
earl 1k ‘*he >}, rm ’ ee eee > 
y today to land at Elko, 1 ror of tumble weed fluttering in a 


| 
| tumbled cars are like a toy train | ; 
10 
fvamit the air “Sut trom the t wind that sweeps across the | 
| 
| 
i 
| 


Pirs. Ruth 

Hendrickson 

of Chicago suffered one of the 

most blood-curdling experi- 

ences of any of the survivors. 

The terrific impact flung her : 
bodily through the length of 
two compartments which had 
‘telescoped. The shock when 


she brought up against the 
steel wall tore her shoes from 


; | prairie. . 
ground the terror of that night Bassave thas heen gathered and 
feucmeén apparent. Car after car 


led up, the din as + ie shipped away, but odds and ends 
meee aa ae aac pene that are unidentifiable strew the 
as , fee a mere aint oa tracks and stream bed. There are 
onger resembles a-Taliway car. ticket stubs and pieces of cloth- 
From Elko we later drove up by} ing. While we watched, a rail- 
automobile through Beowawe, 10) way man picked up a woman’s 
miles of dust that sprays a car like} purse stuffed with expensive | 
an ocean wave. At Harney you walk jewelry. 
up the tracks where Engineer Ed | ————————____ 
Hecox stumbled to a telephone with 
the screams of the injured and dying | 
folowing him down the canyon. 


In the backwaters formed by the 
cars in the shallow fiver, are 
spilled swank chromium and rub- 
ber upholstered chairs, torn shoes, 
a pair of woman’s stockings. 


| 


her feet. ‘Il have never seen 


A piledriver is hammering a new 
bridge into the very edge of the 


anything so horrible,” said 
Mirs. Hendrickson, Arms and 
legs flew. all over. After four 
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hours of imprisonment in the 


crushed car, people began to 


pray. | have never seen people 
act so marvelously.’ 













































Se | The Dead: 20 of the 25 
ery | CHECKING SCHEDULES. | iVi ; . 0 s le ! 
Reward of $5,000 22:2. (| Victims Are Identified 


| G- -men continued to carry on their Following is the list of the 25 dead, victims of the wr 
I : eck o 
| | investigations at the scene of the | streamliner City of San Francisco near Carlin, Nev.: pie 


wreck long after the report of | William Burton, 1508 Stuart street, Oakland, N sr ; 

egro waiter, 

Posted to Sekine their withdrawal had been oe Francis Gibbons, 1811 Woolsey street, Berkley, eon waiter, @ 
| _ The company replied to the! 3 ae 


| lish : 
ished. Harry Schwein, 1907 Myrtle street, Oakland, Negro waiter, 


: George A. McDaniels, 770 A st E: ep oe 
second report by disclosing that) ; street, Oakland, Negro waiter. — i ee 
iend’ S d’s Capture the crack train was twenty-nine) phe sree 414 Grand avenue, Oakland, white, assistant | i 














minutes late in leaving Carlin 
and that it had picked up one Helen Henry, 528 Fifty-sixth street, Oakland. 





minute—being twenty-eight min-| Mirtle Kobosky, Eland, Wis. 


utes late—when the derailment Charles W. L . i 
N SO permen Barred at |e: 2e-wen the aerattmen rles W. Lewis Jr., steward (no address). a 


| Milton Barta, cook (no address 
| Meanwhile, President A. D. Mc- | ( ess). 


| ac. | Burl Bowens, Negro porter, Oakland. 
Investigation; Earless | ponaiatosepn #1. "Dyer, vic | Charles | Johneom, Reeee waite cakland. 


| president in charge of operations, 





M “Still J. : ] ] J . ] d el Geiarohe BERau chmpEeny Of | eee: D. Martin, 817 Lake street, Oak Park, Til. 
QA 1 1 e , ficials were pressing the investi-— | Katherine E, Kurz, 5129 Harper avenue, Chicago. 
igation, together with G-men, | ie . Jensen, 53 Leroy street, New York. 
biettecsceep A! Sot 5 Te Sak OL cae iis ae se ee i kn * : . e¢ ‘ 
ELKO (Nev.); Aug. 15.— cine ot $5,000 for “ins oyd (first name unavailable), Chicago, Negro porter, 


Bess Harville, Thirty-sixth and West streets, Oakland. 
H. C. Werst, 229 Grandview avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Betty Naujoks, 4749 Dorchester avenue, Chicago. 
Leroy Moore, Negro employe, address unknown. 


) | formation leading to the arrest and conviction of the person| 
LOS PDCRSD US responsible: for the wrecking of the $2,000, 000) Death List 


| . 2 SPECIFIC SUSPECTS. ha 
ve Humboldt River At the same time it was| c ames U ae aie WAI eon hse on the train en route t the 
| Canyon on Saturday night was | learned that two specific sus-| rain en route to the 


. Elko General H 
unced tonight by the South-||pects are being sought. One is a | We ita | ral Hospital; unconfirmed reports from Elko _ 





iow - 


oe 
2 ee 
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+ eee 


former inmate of an asylum in| that at least four bodies remained in the wreckage. 


ty 





the State of Washington, who || 


Osting of the reward was) was mentioned last July in con- | Wreek Victims | Sr | —} 


— tere om 


% ta n as an indication that the||| nection with a futile attempt ; li f | | 
company has abandoned all clues|||derail a Great Northern train| Following is the list of | oach 
‘|thus far explored”and is starting near Alpine, Washington. | | those killed in wreck of the 
its investigation anew. || The second suspect, it was | streamlined City of San) 
6 hs learned, is a railroad man of this! Francisco near Carlin, Nev. | 
ie ig indication at the in-!/region, who was at the scene of| yrT0N BARTA, cook (no ad- an, Jays itness 
vestigation has produced little or | | the wrecked City of San Fran-| dress). 
hothing, and that Dan O'Connell cisco when the first rescuerS| 1451 BOWENS, Oakland; Negro 
-and_ his special railroad agents | arrived, Before any investigation 
: : was undertaken, reports said, the 
are at the end of their rope was 


lrailroad worker began shouting, 
seen the sudden banning of all) “sabotage.” 
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porter By MAJ. E. E. MOUTON Qs 
WILLIAM BURTON, 1508 Stewart| (Former Department of Commerce Air Inspector Who Flew| ; 


Ex aniner Staff Men to the Scene of the Rail Crash.) 
aiter. : Ls ; aa ae zi 4 
street, Oakland; Negro w I’ve never seen anything like it¢ 








) 
- 








“newspapermen from the scene of | FRANCIS GIBBONS, 1811 Woolsey, 
the or eck, Oe tie ay pitiful cries, Street, Berkeley; Negro waiter. | —that horrible wreck that only - were matchsticks, and one whole} a 
a: Oa : | t a) bridge was in splinters—at least} ~~ 
_ REPORTER SHADOWED. of the scores of injured, he de- DEES i nea sixth an few aren had been a a looked ifce splimbers: ome 
| One reporter, who insisted upon ‘clined, flatly, aid H el HELEN HENRY, 528 Sisty ttl spee ng, S 5 i train. | the air. | Qiu 
‘remaining at the scene to watch work, according to reports whlch street, Oakland. | The twisted, broken cars lay in| There was no smoke coming} . 







progress of the investigation andj |™ake him a fending, suspect. r| W. V. JENSEN, 53 Leroy street, New. |a zig-zag pattern across the floor| from the wreckage, but a mile] 
to conduct his own inquiries was) |. Meanwhile, the ear | York. |0f Palisades Canyort, which is in| and a half up the eanyon was a| 
lconstantly shadowed by O’Con| |investigators that the er | CHARLES A. JOHNSON, Oakland; the southern end of the Tusca-| construction.camp at the end of] 

| modern train was deliberately]: Negro waiter. | ot Mountains. a new road, ‘Here were congre-| 














Nnel’s men, was refused permis; | 
sion’to buy food at the company’ |} —————-ssssemnersemsenecetncemeetces MYRTLE ROnCS pee an The side of one of the cars had} gated cars and ambulances of res- 
mess, and was repeatedly told to| wrecked was intensified by dis- KATHERINE E. KURZ, 5129 Harper | been ripped open like a sardine) cuers. 


, Chicago. can. It’s difficult to imagine such} 
get out and stay out. | covery of what may be avenue ag h| 
. The announcement that a re-' 3 y be important || CHARLES W. LEWIS JR., steward | 


new evidence. ress 
ward has been offered came at| (no address). 


i 
| 
| 











NE ee : 


') 


a thing happening, and I wonder'| 
how any one in that car could 














the end of a day which found in- | Some 400 feet south of the pe N HENRY LLOYD, Chi- ot Bone ¢ 
yvestigators insisting that Robert |point where the derailment oc- | Sanit Sy ONC AREI 817 Lake! i. There are sheer walls about 600. warn 
La Duceur, “the man without |curred, railroad workers found a| | street, Oak Park, Ill. eet high as either Be of the a J 
' ears,” is still a definite suspect. |journal jack”—a lifting device | GEORGE 0. McDANIEL, 770 Eighth Raper cee ty ee thom oe a 
od beret used ordinarily to raise the wheels | ates, <Outland; Negro. Water , the rail Hines following tee curving | ea 


_ that La Duceur would be released | LEROY MOORE, 3242 Sacramento 


today, authorities decided to hold| and axles of cars while bearings | 


) street, Berkeley; Negro waiter. | path of the river. 
; 








4, {Reno sent to this city for samples ithe stream, clearing away weeds | 
» \of dust and sand from the Hum-|and debris, to hunt for additional total number of identified dead to 
boldt River country. These are to/evidence. | 23 Also in the “Twin Peaks” unit 
be compared, under the micros-| Despite the insistence of rail-|| of the streamliner searchers re- 

~' {cope, with specimens of dust and|road officials and the discovery covered the body of an unidenti- 
{sand from the clothing of the ear- lof what they termed “highly im- fied Negro porter. They sighted 


wreckage yesterday, bringing the 


‘ him for further questioning—a are being changed. : BETTY NAUJOKS, 4749 Dorchester | hae or three of the cars were) i 
‘ ‘decision based on the fact that he} The jack, of the hydraulic type, | avenue, Chicago. | ipped across the river as-if they Me 
a} “talked too much” to prisoners is operated by means of a long | ARNOLD ROBAR, 414 Grand ave- ; l 7 i 
i with whom he shared a cell last ih ‘ ro aaa ie b nue, Oakland; assistant steward. 
) ‘night. andle; it weighs about fifty’ warRy SCHWEIN, 1907 Myrtl 
‘ LABORATORY. TEST. |pounds; it could easily have been street, Oakland; Negro waiter. 
*. Just what La Duceur said was | lused. by one man to shift the rail; |HARRY SPECHT, 1118 Eighty-sixt 
i hot disclosed, but it was cbvious- which railroad investigators say | avenue, eae oe ve ; 
~ \Iy enough to convince investigat- |, SAM WALL, 15281 Mayer street, 
1 Bee tia he saehts have been in 'was*° moved four inches out of Alameda: second. took. 
: s o 7 ’ 

the vicinity of the canyon when |#"° and then respiked. | ns ee: eee Court 

the luxurious train was derailed) HUNT OTHER EVIDENCE. i SMeN vik ols ae 

with a loss of twenty-three lives; With discovery of this jack, ||q co aici ST. soG Ci pardlvtiow Sve 

ama a casualty list of more than irailr ‘oad investigators put crews nué, Plitsburgh,. Ba: 

‘ge a of men to work tl The bodies of Mrs. Vaux and her 
Police Chief Andy Welliver of on both banks of daughter were removed from ia 

















~ {less suspect. [portant evidence,” there’ was a another body beneath the wreck- & 
One other suspect, local au-| growing inclination in some age, with the possibility, officials 
thorities were informed, is being|circles to cast aside the theory || Said, of more victims being uncov~- QL: 
held in Fresno, California, on|of deliberate wrecking. ered within the next 48 hours. e 





‘}merely a remote possibility that| Two manifestations of this in- 
he had some connection with the|clination were: Published reports 
‘Iwreck. He is James Ford, 25 year |that G-men had withdrawn from 
' jold hobo from Kansas, one of ajthe case after failure to:find any 
_ jdozen rounded up in the railroad evidence to support the sabotage 
‘lyards of the California city.|theory, and, persistent oral re- 
, ports that the City of San Fran- | psctittiel 20 
\cisco was twenty minutes late in i es | ule 
‘leaving Carlin, and that it was ee 4 
speeding in an attempt to make | 2 
up time. 








Sahotage was effected by moving rail out of line. Tie 
plate and signal cable at left show angle of displacement. 
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Chair Car Riders. oe eae | 


Freaks of Chance That 
Saved Their Lives -- 


Stories of narrow escape and the 
hideous separation by death of 
friends new-made in the friendly 
atmosphere of the streamliner’s chair 
cars were told by survivors on the 


relief train as it pulled into Oakland 


early yesterday. 
In the coaches, where passengers 
sleep half-reclining and fully dressed 


lin chairs, friendships are quickly 


made. Witness the story of Miss 
Emma -Schmidt and, Miss Irene 
O’Connor of Chicago: 

“The first day out of Chicago 
we became acquainted with five 
other girls. We played cards in 
the club car with three men all 
that day and most of the night. 

“The night of the wreck, at 7:30, 
the other girls asked us if we didn’t 
want to play again. We talked it 
over. Then we decided we had 
better write letters. We told them 

we would join the card game later, 

“But when we finished the let- 
ters, we talked it over and decided 
finally not to play. We put on our 
robes and went in the washroom 
to prepare for sleep. Then came 
the crash. 

“All eight of our friends were 
killed,” 


The girls found themselves locked 
in the washroom, and almost suf- 
focated before a half-hour’s pound- 
ing on the window with their shoes 
broke the shatterproof glass and ad- 
mitted air. They finally got out- 
side through the window, and sat 
in the bitter cold for 12 hours before 
they were moved away. 


COUPLE’S EXPERIENCE 


Ingrid Gall, 21, and Henry Cal- 
velli, 25, are an engaged couple who 


U.S. Directs 
Probing 0 
Train Wreck | 


Reno, Nev., Aug. 15.—(#)—Fed- | 
eral officers today 
vestigation of the 
streamline train 

Francisco”, 
search for the maniac who, train- | 
men say, deliberately derailed the | 


train, killing 23 people and | 


took over 


“City of 


The search was spurred by clues | 
toward the identity of the man, or 
men, who moved a rail and thus | 
hurtled the seventeen-car train | 
into a Nevada canyon Saturday | | 


night. 
SEARCH IN 3 STATES 

“We have some definite evi- | 
dence,” said A. D. McDonald, presi- | 


dent of the Southern Pacific Co., | 


who took charge of the railway’s | 
investigation, 
nature that we do not feel free to | 
divulge it at this time.” 

An unrevealed number of ment 


“but it is of such a | 


in- ||) 
wreck of the||: 
San | . 
and direction of the ||) 


in- |. 
If 


juring 109. | 


| 
| 
| | 


were picked up in railway yards) 


and “hobo jungles”, 
tioned as the search spread over | 
Nevada, Utah and California, 


ASK TO SEE FILM 

Authorities asked to see «<n am- 
ateur motion picture of the wreck | 
scene, in hope of uncowsring new | 
clues. Sheriff C, A. Harper of| 
Elko, Nev., 


Investigation is interested 
theater owner, took of the wrecked | 
train Sunday morning. Rewbers’ | 
had sent the film to San Francisco 


to be processed. 


telegraphed San oiran- | 
cisco that the Federal Bureau of || 
in i 
film which John Rowberry, Elko | 


were riding from Racine, Wis., to 
visit her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wal-« 
ter Gall, 1704.Twelfth avenue, Oak-~ 
land, She is a.clerk in a factory, 
and he works in its shipping depart- 
ment, 

Side by side, they rode through 
the first night from Chicago, tak- 
ing little part in the sociability of 
the car. Then came the crash: 

“We saw a-sudden. burst of 
sparks,” Calvelli said. “The coach 
swayed, and lurched. over. It 
rolled two and a half times down 
the embankment.. ._We were 
thrown about like so many dead 
objects, fighting to hold on to 
something and keep from being 
battered by the chairs.” 


Their coach was third back from 
the three-engine power unit, and 
pictures reveal it lay on its side 60 
feet down the embankment after 
the accident. There were minor in- 
juries, no deaths among its passen- 
gers, 


“We pounded the window with 
our shoes, but it wasn’t till some 
of the other men broke in from 
the outside that we could get out. 

“The car was just ahead of the | 
diner, where so many died. Ten 
from our car were in it,” 


YOUTH A HERO 


Calvelli proved himself one of the 
hardest-working and most heroic of 
the passengers, taking out many 
wounded from the car. where the 
carnage was most terrible. 

“We had to help the rest of the 
people” was all he would say about 
that part of it. 


“We hate to talk about it,” said 
the pretty Ingrid with a shudder, 
She spoke of the coming of day- 
light and the sight of the dead in 
grim rows, with a look of remi- 
niscent terror in her face. 


Miss Elsie Fox, a private secre- 
tary atthe Electrolux Corporation 
in Oakland, was vacationing in 
Chicago, She suffered bruises, and 


her were killed. 


‘“'d rather not talk about it,’ 
she said. 
' The complete destruction of the 
‘first big metal cars was described 
by Miss Mary Winne, Honolulu 
school teacher: 

“There was a terrific banging 
and clattering as the car went 
over the bank,” she said. 


to pieces. The crash ripped the | 
top off as if it were paper, and 
then the bottom dropped away, 
but I had to break a window .o 
get air. I lay there for four ROUTE, | 
hardly able to move. 


“Finally « some cowboys eal 


their way into my compartment. 
They | 
slippery | 
side of the car to the river bed, | 
where I was able to scramble te 


and put a rope around me, 
lowered me down. the 


a fire.” 


and were ques- || 


et 


some of those sitting across from 


“Tl was. 
in the first sleeper car to dive into | 
the canyon, and I felt the car “all | 
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HUNDREDS VISIT WRECK. 


‘Come by Auto, Handcar and Plane | 


: 


ELKO (Nev.), Aug. 13.—Hun-+ Those who viewed the disaster 
‘dreds of persons were drawn to| scene were forced to abandon 
‘the scene of the wreck of the|their automobiles almost two | 
'City of San Francisco as word) ‘miles from the canyon. That dis- | 
of the disaster spread through | tance they walked along the) 
the desert. country. They came|graveled roadbed of the railroad. | 
by foot, dilapitated motorcar,, And when the spectators had | 
shiny new automobiles, handcars/had their fill of the horror of the | 
-and even airplanes. iscene—the twisted metal of the 
|} But two roads lead’ to the) derailed coaches, the shrouded 
‘scene of the accident in the|bodies lying in the hot sun await- 


‘Humboldt River Canyon. 
circle through desert land that is’ 'faced them. Then 
_almost a foot thick in dust. They, ‘ceeded more slowly. 


wind into flood carved gullies.) (ean 
They are studded with sharp | 
es é 
Woman Sues S. P. 


| 
| 
| 


they pro- 


stones beneath the deceptive 
covering of filmy dirt. 

Motor vehicles were forced to 
travel almost a half mile apart 
along the road because of the 
_ blinding wreaths of dust raised 
| by their passage. Several crashes | 
/ were narrowly averted as drivers 


istreamliner, C ity 


sce OC 


They | ‘ing identification—the same walk || 








CARLIN 


WHERE STREAMLINER 
WAS WRECKED 


ADA 


"This map shows where the streamliner ‘Ci ity of San Francisco’ was wrecked 
in the Nevada desert country. 
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Train Wreck Widows 
Sue for $110,000 


Aftermath of the 
| wreck of the streamliner City of | 
San Francisco near 
August 12 in which 24 perished, two. 
Metropolitan Oakland women filed | 


suits at Sacramento today seeking 
a total of $170,000 damages for the _ 


deaths of their husbands. 

Plaintiffs are Mrs. Adis B, Specht) 
1118 86th Avenue, Oakland and Mrs. | 
Aubrey Wall, 1528144 
Alaméda. 


Their were 


husbands 
fated luxury train and Sam Wall, | 
also a second cook. Mrs. crocatle 
asks $50,000 and Mrs. ‘Wall, $60,000. 


—— el TR 


For Mate’s Death 


Claiming that the disastrous Ne- 
vada wreck of the Southern Pacific 
of San Francisco, 
lwas caused by railroad negligence, 
1720 Chestnut 


proceeding in the opposite di-| Mrs. Beulah Burton, Sa ute 
' rection plunged forward at the, (sees Oakland, filed a 90 : ota 
| rh it | SD Pn +1, = er 
“racing” speed of fifteen’ miles| ee ee ae icapeti atap hs kek 
tae ; eegageesgn | jin the crash. | 
aH: HOUE -OUE the visibHity- | | The dead man, William Burton, 39, 


destroying curtain that hung: \: Mis ei 
/listlessly in the air. when it left the rails Aug. 


near Harney, Nev. 


12, 





sacatieei Cars lie strewn across fbi 


Seven piled up im canyon, taking greatest toll of lives. 


bridge. 





a AER OOO SE ON COI a may eaten ore littl ol ahr rt on 
ae a : : 


At upper left are loc omotive and fr¢ 
The rear cars escaped serious damage. 


a ili es i len dienes yg it pnd ree nt tg ee tdi ane ter 
“ : e e a x ie ons 7: + ae at . 


was a waiter on the train 
1939, 





ynt cars which crossed 
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disastrous | 


Carlin, Nev., 


Mayer Street, | 


Harry | 
Specht, second cook aboard the ill- ~ 
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| MORE WRECK VICTIMS HERE Bravery, Horror 


19 Injured Arrive in Bay Area Bared in Wreck 
Stretchers Are | Bodies of Five 


Tools Found | 

| Carlin, Nev., Aug. 13.—UpP—_ 
Southern Pacific officials said 
today that tools found “defi- 
nitely established” that van- 
dals wrecked the luxurious 
streamliner City of San Fran- 
cisco, killing at least twenty 
persons. 

Rail officials sid the tools 
include two crowbars “which 
could have been used to tam- 
per with the track”, and a drift 
pin, used for splicing broken 
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Continued From Page 1 | 


| | 
|| across which the engine jolted was | 


Needed for | 


Several 


Nineteen more victims from the | 


_| wrecked streamliner City of San 
»| Francisco reached their original 


‘whe Vs WS Oe 


destination here yesterday. 
Some, only slightly injured in 
Saturday’s disastrous wreck, 
were able to walk from the Over- 
land Limited yesterday morning 
alone. Others, on stretchers, were 


lifted carefully through car win- | 


dows and transferred by ambu- 


Aboard 2nd 
Train 


Mr. and Mrs. Louis Schlesinger 
of Chicago, Mrs. Thelma Judy of 
Columbus, Ohio, and Mrs. Emma 
Melbourne of Downers Grove, IL, 
uninjured or only slightly injured 
in the accident, planned to con- 
tinue their original journey tol 
Los Angeles. Thomas Lynch of 
2859 Turner Street, San Fran-| 
cisco, Mrs. C. C. Welch, also of | 


San Francisco, and James Mc-| 


| literally torn to shreds as it was | 
|| struck by gyrating cars, 
“One piece of bridge steel was | 


thrust clear through one car and | 


came out the other side. 


“Some of the scenes were ghast- | 
ly. Many of the victims were lit- | 
erally torn to pieces, with hands, || 
feet or arms cut off and their | 


bodies otherwise mutilated. 


“One particularly touching part | 


was enacted by the stewardess, |! 
Thelma Ristvedt, who received a/| 


terrific blow on the head. She was 


practically out on her feet, but she | 
kept going trying to help those) 
worse hurt than herself, Finally, || 


she collapsed, unable to talk, her 


electric cable. Spikes were 
pried up from ties on the out- 
side of the track and a slight 
curve so the train, officials said, 
“coming around the turn would 
Press the track outward”, 


(13 Still in. Hospital 
After Colorado Wreck 


Denver, Aug. 13.—(?)—Improve- 
ment was reported today in the 


condition of the thirteen still hos- 
pitalized persons injured here Sat- 
urday in a collision of passenger 
trains which caused two deaths. 

Both the Santa Fe and Denver 
& Rio Grande Western railroads 
and an Interstate Commerce com: 
mission investigator, G. H. McClure 
of Washington, are conducting 
Separate investigations of the 
crash, 


“We believe the Denver & Rio 
Grande train ran through a red/~ 
Signal, but we are not positive,” 
Gus Economy, deputy coroner, said. 

R. H. Mock of Pueblo, the north- 
bound Santa Fe “Navajo” conduc: 


face smeared with blood. Even 
then, she tried to indicate what to | 
do until she temporarily lost con- 
sciousness. 

“The coolness shown by most of 
the passengers was remarkable. A 
number of uninjured men immedi- 
ately went to work getting other |) 
survivors out of the cars. The in-| 
jured were laid on the ground and |} 
made as comfortable as possible, |} 
although some of them were in se- || 
vere pain, and there seemed to be | 
so little we could do for them, 

“Two stewards in the dining car, 
'both young men who were very) 
popular with all the passengers, | 
were killed instantly. It is tragic) 
that such attractive people have to} 
die so young.” | 


lance to San Francisco hospitals. Pherson of Kentfield went di-| 


Last night another train | rectly to their homes. | 
_{|brought the bodies of five who _| BRING BODEES HOME. | 
a died in the tragedy to Oakland|"""——————CC*“‘“#3S)s The train@Jast night was. to! 

aah burial. bring the bodies of William V. 
r. and Mrs. Herbert Marcus Mrs 

Bt Dall m d treat- | ern Pacifi¢, Hospitak N. Sourian PORES oer et ce me: ane le 

alas, texas, under treat- Hows Marcrost of Oakland, of Charles 

| Fabien of Chicago; his companion on the , | 

jment at the Elko General Hos-|streamliner’s tragic journey, ac-|W. Lewis, 33, chief steward 


|pital until late Monday, were|companied him there. | aboard the City of San Francisco, 
rushed from the train by am-| Ted Allen of 2200 Highty-eighth|and of William Burton, 39, Fran, | 
bulance to Dante Hospital for| Avenue, Oakland, a cook aboard/cis Gibbons, 21, and Harry W 
| treatment of their hurts. Joseph|the City of San Francisco, was| Schwein, 24, to Oakland for burial 
| 4. Jones, 89 Ashbury street, San| also taken to the railroad hospital] Funeral services for’ Jensen are 
| Brancisco, was lifted out a win-|for treatment of chest and rib|to be held in Oakland: tomorrow 
dow too. He was taken to St.| injuries.  ornine: Mrs. Marie Lewis of 
Mary's Hospital to recover from! Luckier was James Tuttle, San | Alameda, widow of Charles| 
|Injupies which included broken) Francisco oil company executive. | Lewis, has arranged private serv- 
legs and broken ribs. | He suffered a broken wrist in the| ices for him today. | 
WALKS FROM TRAIN. | accident, but was well enough to Services for Burton, Gibbons 
Harry Amolooni, Elmhurst, Ill.,|go to his home at 245 Brook | and Schwein, all Negro porters, 
was able to walk to the wheel-'Street, directly from the train. ‘are to be arranged later. 
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WESTERN POLICE HUNT SABOTEUR 
IN WRECK OF NEW STREAMLINER 


-men and railroad police combed western States last week 
G for the murderer of 23 people, the skilful saboteur who on 
the night of Aug. 12 moved a rail section on Southern Pacific’s 
tracks east of Reno, Nev., and sent the westbound super- 
streamliner City of San Francisco hurtling to destruction in a 
Humboldt River canyon. So artfully had the agent done his 
work that contact on the block signal cable between the tracks 
was unbroken (right), the fatal displacement concealed by 
tumbleweed from view. At 60 m.p.h. the City of San Francisco 
tore into the steel-beamed bridge. Seven cars plunged to the riv- 
er bed below, crumpled like pasteboard cartons. Of the 23 
killed, twelve were employes, eleven passengers. Injured: 114. 

In Washington the ICC at once began studying the na- 
tion’s first great all-streamliner wreck. Railroad men hoped 
the tragedy might illuminate the question: which affords great- 
er passenger protection, old-style 80-ton plated cars or new 
aluminum alloy and chrome-steel types? Advocates of the lat- 
ter cited the great tensile strength of new light alloys, the abil- 
ity of lightweight stock to halt quickly without shock. Others ae 4 s: | ol : 
declared that in the wild snap-the-whip of the derailed cars | Pe. ee fk a » ey A oF. 
at the Humboldt River, old-type heavy stock would have suf- | ws ret ie 
fered less in contact with the bridge. Many held that in either} 

vase the margin of protection did not vary more than 107% 





chair that transferred him te ie 
ambulance bound for the South- 
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Diesel-powered locomotive and front cars miraculously clung to the rails, careened 


across the bridge and halted right side up in cut on the western bank of river bed. 
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since it started the Chicago-San Francisco run in 1988 


Wreck Dead | 
| ea | 
| Carlin, Nev., Aug. 13.—()—List- ) 
ed as dead after the Southern Pa- | 
! cific wreck near here today, were | 


W. G. Jensen, New York City. | 


Katherine E. Kurz, Chicago, 
| Helen Henry,.Oakland. 
| Eleanor D. Martin, Oak Park, Til. | 
_ Myrtle Kohasky, Chicago. | 
William Burton, Negro waiter, | 


| Oakland. , 

Francis Gibbons, Negro waiter 

| Oakland, | 

|. Harry Schwein, Negro waiter, | 

(Oakland. | 

) Charles A. Johnson, Negro waiter 

or porter, address unknown, 

| Bess Hawell, Oakland. 

| Burl Bowens, Negro porter, Oak- 

sland. 

| Milton Barta, no address, 
Pullman Porter Lloyd, Negro, 

‘Chicago, 

Charles W. Lewis Jr., steward, no 


3 


5 


vaddress. 


« 


; Arnold Robar, assistant steward, 
Oakland. 


| | 
| George A, McDaniel, Negro, Oak-'| 
land. ) 


_ One unidentified woman, ee 
25 years old, brunette, 130 pounds, | 
White waist, blue serge skirt, pat- | 
j ent leather pumps. 
| Two, and possibly three, more | 
‘ bodies in wreckage | 
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RENO, Ney.,. Nov. 24 ~(U.P).—A 


slim, harried youth who, authorities 





said, signed a written confession he 
wrecked the streamliner “City of 
san Francisco” Aug. 12, 1939, with 
the loss of 24 lives and injury to 
108 persons, was hustled out of the 
Washoe county jail early today and! 
taken to a mysterious journey to| 
Susanville, Cal. 
NO REASON GIVEN 

No reason was advanced for tak-| 
ing Clarence Alexander, 24, from the | 
state of Nevada, where authorities} 
Already were preparing to file for- 
mal charges against him, 

Sheriff Olin Johnson of Lassen'| 
county, Cal, -promised a _ formal} 
siatement at noon today, and while 
he still expressed the opinion “Alex: | 


ander is the man,” other officers} 
drepped the hint that either “big} 





developments” would follow the re-'! 


turn to Susanville or the entire case) 


would.collapse, | 


Alexander, a 114-pound feed 


- ; 2 | 
hand, has been in the custody of | 
Sheriff Johnson and Dan O'Connell, | 
chief special agent for the Southern 

| 

Pacifie railroad, since his arrest at 
Susanville Thursday night on a 
charge of riding a motorcycle while 
intoxicated. : 
He “confessed,” the sheriff said, | 
that he wrecked the streamliner in| 
order to rob the purses of passen-| 
gers in the resulting confusion, In- 
stead he became terrified and fled) 
the scene. 

WON’T TALK 

Neither Sheriff Johnson nor| 
O'Connell would discuss the case. | 
Alexander, thin-faced, pale and| 
fatigued, was not permitted to talk. | 
The Nevada State Journal printed | 


& ° : : , - | 
an interview with Alexanders step-| 


father in which he was quoted that 
the youth could not have been in- 


' volved in the train wreck because he 
| was in the guardhouse at the San} 


Francisco presidio at the time. 
Presidio records were not immedi- 
ately available. | 

Ed Hecox, engineer of the stream- 
liner, reiterated his belief only anj| 
experienced section-hand—such as}, 
A\lexander—could have caused the}' 
wreck. | 
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The Survivors: | 


HE high tension of nerves un- 
derlay real calm and fortitude Her face lit up and she darted to 


crash rode into Oakland early yes- 


train made up at Sparks, Nev., for 
their convenience, 

Scenes of tearful happiness, of some who needed hospitalization. 
pathetic surrender to the most hu- 
man emotions, took place at Oak- 
land pier as families of the sur- 
vivors hunted through the throng wore 
that streamed out of the Pullmans 
and found their relatives. . 

Aboard were 106 of the uninjured under their eyes. : 
or slightly hurt, ali of them with 
tales to tell, all of them weary, but 
with a light in their eyes that 

» could only come from having been 


Most vociferous was a Negro girl, 1 
) who, apart from the crowd, gazed fare premium they had paid to, 

Ps : ; ii ; upon it with lack-luster eyes till ride on the high-speed streamliner, ' 
Engineer Edward Hecox had operated the streamliner Linc al 
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suddenly she spied a tall. Negro. ‘ 


his side. 
“Oh, God! I thought you were 
dead,” she cried. -His onl yanswer 


as survivors of the streamliner 


terday morning aboard a special yas a shaky “I can’t talk.” 


Ambulances drove off the ferry 
and met the train to take from it 


Survivors and welcomers sat in 
little groups on the ferry or paced 
the deck nervously, Some of them 
borrowed and _=— ill-fitting 
clothes& most of them had the 
deep, dark hollows of exhaustion 


Sidelight on the Southern ea 
cific Company’s courtesy, to which ( 
all of them without exception paid ; 
tribtite, was the fact that officials’ 


) srazed by the wings of the angel of the line went through the train. 


as it neared the terminal to refund | 
to each passenger the $15 extra‘ 
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| NS. P.WRECK 


; A preliminary; hearing will bel- 
held in Nevada,’this week, possi-.” 
bly tomorrow,/on charges against|¥ 
Clarence J. ‘Alexander, 24 yearjh’ 

jold section/hand, who confessed|!’ 
wrecking the Southern Pacific’ 
streamliner,’ City of San Fran-| 


jcisco, in the/ desert in 1939. 


it] This was’ announced yesterday 
.;by Districk Attorney W. R. Rey- 

nolds of Bureka County, Nevada, 
jaccording to the Associated Press. 

_. However, there was no further 
detail as to the official reaction 
_to Alexander’s confession. 

* When the railroad worker). 
\blurteyl out the admission last 
jweek/when arrested for intoxica- 
ition fin Susanville, Calif., officials | 
jindi«-ated they felt some skepti- 
icism and wanted to check all de- 
\tai¥s of his story before taking 
jaryy further steps. 

‘Accordingly, Alexander was 
itaken by Sheriff Olin S, Johnson 
| pe Susanville, and Dan O’Connell, 
‘chief special agent for the South- 
‘ern Pacific, to the scene of the 
\wreck, near Harney, Eureka 

County, where the suspect acted 
out his story. 

Again, yesterday, Alexander) 

was taken to Harney. 

What the results were of these 

two visits was not revealed. 

Alexander’s account was that) 
ne had caused the wreck in the 
nope of robbing passengers, but 
was frightened away. Twenty: 
four persons were killed and 10% 
injured. 


Need work? Miss Brown se 
cured office job first day witl 
‘Situations Wantee”.ad in The 


“Lavwr 


ER ees 


a 


Sot. 


aA 


ae 
ted a 


ti 
! 


omy 
Pre 
* C4 ied 


ad 
> ® 








SEI 


2a ae A 
eo , 7 oa 
~~ ~—— rz z ~ 





St ee 


= tit - ie Oe a Ny a i ee ete RE mstes oe nrgas So wah EOS ga Tae PY ila Sra = 
CE REN GI AS a WIC RRL EM 









































































a ee 


Sabotage Wreck Kills 19 
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These photographs show 
what happened when two 
crack passenger trains collided 
at a cross-over near Denver 
Saturday. Two were killed 
and 52 injured in the wreck. 

A southbound Denver & Rio 
Grande locomotive smashed in- 
to the front of a Santa Fe 
train chair car, shown in the | 
lower picture, hurled from the || 
tracks. The impact drove the | 
locomotive at right angles 
across the track. The upper 
picture shows the splintered 
cars, from which trapped pas- 
sengers were freed by firemen 
using acetylene torches. 


The streamliner, painted a dis-| 


Women | tinctive yellowish tan with brown | 


screamed, the train lights went | top, travels between Chicago and | 
out as the hurtling cars lurched | 


to a stop. 
pain. 


nearby centers, Carlin and Sparks, 


Injured cried out in| 


| Nev., and Ogden, Utah, Four spe 


‘One Plot Fails 


cial trains sped during the night to | 


the wreck scene. 

All available doctors and nurses | 
were summoned to the scene. 

Survivors of the tragedy were| 
placed aboard a special train and| 
started for Oakland, Calif, their | 
original destination. | 

Warren L, Monroe, publisher of} 
the Elko, Nev., Independent, and) 
‘one of the first outsiders to reach 
the scene, said one car was so bad-| 
ly smashed acetylene torches. 
would be needed to cut into it. | 

“T saw bodies and parts of bod-| 
ies, and I saw people lying around | 
with broken arms and legs,” he re- 
ported. 

‘It was an awful pileup. Only 
four of the seventeen cars did not 
| turn over, One car—the dinette, I 
think they called it—was so badly | 
smashed they'll never get into it! 
except with torches. 
| “While I was there, they were 
taking bodies from the Humboldt 


| 








tor, was killed instantly. 
Scott: of Denver, a Santa Fe pas- 
senger, died Saturday night. Fifty- | 


San Francisco in 39 hours. 
The scene of the wreck is arid 
| and mountainous, and is the home” 


/ Aid was quickly summoned from . many Shoshone and Piute In- oS 
ians. 


Gallup, N. M., Aug. 13.—(4)— 
An apparent attempt to wreck 
the A. T. & S. F. railroad’s 
crack Santa Fe Chief on a 
bridge east of here July 18 was 
disclosed tonight by the train- 
master’s office, 

Officials said the fast stream- 
liner was forced to stop to in- 
vestigate a loud pounding un- 
der the engine, and it was 
found an angle bar—used for 
pulling spikes out of rail ties 
—had been knocked off the 
tracks without damage to the 


engine. It apparently had been 


placed on the tracks. 

An investigation of the in- 
cident followed, but there were 
no clues. 


river, where one of the cars had|foyr persons were injured. 


tumbled. 
“Some of 





the injured were 


and. laughing 


carrying others around on stretch- 
ers, 


Negroes, lying in one group. Every | 
one of them had at least a broken | 
leg, but they were joking about | 
Mr. 

| Three railway lines participate | 
|in operation of the train, one of | 
_the nation’s smartest and fastest | 
| transcontinental flyers. They are 
| the Southern Pacific, the Union 
| Pacific and Chicago & North West- 
‘ern. The train was on Southern | 
Pacific tracks when the wreck oc- | 
curred, 





W. D. Meade of Denver, engineer | 
lof the first of two locomotives on/4¥ 
groaning, but others were talking ine Dp. & R. G. 
like nothing had} was ywnder a physician’s care after | 
happened. You could see doctors | collapsi ing at his home Saturday 
and nurses tending to people and | night. 


ito shock, 
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I saw five men, some of they | errrrrirrter tg srt eee 





Roy §&. 


“Scenic Limited” 


His condition was attributed | 
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Waiting for the rescue train, survivors sat all night on lug- 


gage beside tracks. Companion of two girls in left foreground 
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Hurtling over the guard rail of a bridge, the Pullman 
car in-the upper photo crashed to earth on one end, filled with 
dead and injured, when the streamliner City of San Francisco 
was wrecked by a saboteur in Nevada Saturday night. 

The Pullman was one of several cars which careened off 
the tracks, the crunching impact and smashed steel taking a 
toll of nineteen lives and scores of injured. . 

The lower picture shows the train, fastest in the seryice 
of the Southern Pacific. 


was killed. Unhurt passengers tore up their clean clothes to 


make bandages. Single doctor aboard train worked tireless- 


ten hours 


ly, fitting 


tourniquets and rough splints on injured. Not till 


after wreck did the rescue train come for survivors. 





— 


_ 


Tae Se ry 


ae ioe 


in Humboldt River Canyon, 250 mi. east of Reno, Nev., the broken bridge in river bed. Rearing toward the clouds is the were asleep at time of crash. Most of the victims were in th 


wrecked streamliner City of San Francisco sprawls across Pullman Chinatown in which many of the dead and injured center cars, which tangled with the girders of the bridge 
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With Tumblewee 


Smashed Cars of S. P. Streamliner 
Piled in Nevada River; 60 Injured, 
Other Dead Feared in Coaches 


SUSPECT RUNS FROM WRECK SCENE 
Reno, Nev., Aug. 13.—(UP)—A statewide police broadcast 
tonight revealed that a man with mangled ears is being sought 
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a . as a suspected saboteur in the wreck of the streamliner City 
ee tet of San Francisco, near Carlin, Saturday night. He was seen 
|—6hO running from the wreck scene. 
ae Reno, Nev., Aug. 13. @?)—Nineteen persons were 
oh killed and nearly 60 injured when a speeding Southern 
_ 


Pacific streamliner was wrecked Saturday night as it 
sped over a small bridge 20 miles west of Carlin, Nev. 

A coroner’s jury and railroad officials’ said the 
tragedy had been caused deliberately. 

While rescue crews dug into wreckage of the luxuri- 
ous City of San Francisco, seeking more victims, rail- 
way investigators said they found definite evidence the 

ltracks had been tampered with, derailing the train. 


At an inquest Coroner Roy S. Harris of 
Eureka County reported a verdict that the vic- 
tims “came to their deaths by train accident, 
and to the best of our belief and judgment the 
wreck was caused by a misplaced rail, mis- 
placed by a person or persons unknown”. 


The derailment spread death, terror and injury 
throughout the sleek, two-million dollar train, aboard 
which many passengers were asleep. 

T. J. Foley, assistant superintendent of the Southern 
Pacific’s Salt Lake division, and J. H. Mahan, traffic 
agent, reported from the scene that the wreck was “‘clear- 
ly a case of sabotage with murderous intent’, 


They told newsmen that one entire 30-foot length of 
rail had been moved four inches inward, and that the rail 
tieplates had again been spiked to the ties in the new position. 

E. S. Hecox, engineer, said he saw a green tumbleweed 
on the track just before the train started across the bridge. 
Ale said he noticed the track give way as soon as the engine 

‘passed over the tumbleweed. 

Railway authorities said track electric contacts operat- 
ing block signals had not been broken, leaving no warning 
there was anything the matter with the rails. The last previous 
train had passed four hours before the wreck, which occurred 
about 10:33 P. M. 

Railway officials reported the powerful three-unit engine 
| bumped for 997 feet along the ties, careening meanwhile across the 
bridge, before it came to rest, miraculously still right side up. 

The major damage to the bridge was done by following cars, 
which broke loose from the power unit, smashed into the bridge 
structure and then toppled 12 to 15 feet into the river bed, which 
contained less than three feet of water. 


Six cars of the seventeen-car train piled up in the river 
bed in a space about 250 feet long. _ 


These included the coffee shop car, 
diner, club car, and three sleeping | 
cars. The rear four cars, sleepers | 
and an observation-lounge car, re-| 
mained on the track and were not, 
damaged, | 

Nearly 1,000 feet of track was 
torn up by the plunging equip- 
rent. 

The dead were placed aboard a 
special train and brought here. 
Officials said of the 149 persons 
on the streamliner, 134 had been 
accounted for. They expressed be- 
lief the other fifteen are among 
the uninjured, and thus had not 
been contacted. | 

Injured passengers were re-| 
moved to hospitals in Carlin and | 
|| Elko, 32 being taken to the latter | 
city. 

Stories of terror, misery and | 
courage trickled from the wreck | 
scene, nearly 250 miles east of, 
here. | 

Passengers were sleeping . Or | 
gaily enjoying their last night 
aboard the luxurious train as it) 
sped through the desert regions. | 
| Suddenly there was a terrific jolt | 
| and the crash of metal against | 
metal. | 
| Sleeping passengers were hurled 
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| lying in my berth awake,” he said. 


_of the train leaving’ the track. 
| This was followed by a succession 


Bravery, Horror acne 





Bared in Wreck 















Lawyer Tells How 
Injured Stewardess 
_ Aided Victims 


Sparks, Nev., Aug. 13—()— « 
Scenes of horror, bravery and 
pathos after the wreck of. the 
streamliner train, City of San 
Francisco, were described here to- 
night by A. C. Munger, Omaha, 
Neb., attorney who survived the 
tragedy without a scratch. 
Munger, attorney for the Omaha 
World-Herald, was in the fourth 
car from the rear of the speeding 
train, and to this fact he attributed 
his escape. Every car in front 
of his was derailed. Most of them 
were piled up in a creek bed and 
filled with dead, injured and dy- 
ing 


ee 


I had just gone to bed and was 


“Suddenly, there was a violent 
bump, apparently caused by part 


of bumps and swerving as the cars 
started piling up in the creek bed. 

“As soon as the movement and 
noise stopped, uninjured persons 
ran out into the dark and started 
breaking glass in the car windows 
to get the living out. 

“It was a terribly lonely spot. 
We had to tear up articles in the 
cars to build bonfires for light, 
because the power supply was put 
out of commission. 

“It was an incredible sight to 
see that big train piled up like 
matchwood. The steel bridge 
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‘YT ck Victims Bear U p Brave y) 
Despite Horrible Lacerations 


| 
By JERRY HANNIFIN 


| United Press Writer 

“i ELKO, Nev., Aug. 13. — The 
it) lights went out and the world 

I aa CX-= |} 7 ~ ; a 
|| Ploded in a blinding, Ee 


| Screaming | thought Lia 
Ei crash, | 


Francisco motor dealer. He was) 
in the Club car Playing cards. | 
The lights went | 


é out suddenly,” | 
Said, Ww 


1e “At once I knew wei 


a crash and without a! 


umped up and dive 
through the Window, a 


MacWilliams of Dayton and Cc. 
Welch of San Francisco also 
M xi eons cards when the trai 
}4urcned crazily. They were hurl- 
ed through windows. 

Ted Allen of Oakland, a cook, 


isaid he was hurled through 
ai | : a Win- 
into the Elko Gen- dow with six others and hav jaa 


'ed (125 feet away. 
“It wasam 


i 


| | That was the story I heard today 
| from the bruised lips of ser 


eee ; lously 
eee Survivors of the wreck of 
ieee iin, City of San Fran-| 
f | cseo a ‘arried them on stretch; | 
ee from the hospital train to am+ 
bulances and 
leral Hospital. 
Thirty-two injured were { 
here on the little hospital tr 
| three old-fashioned bun] 
kind used by track gangs, 
|. hey had broken arms and less 
| erations. te and horrible la 
(| surgery for eaitie Tushed 
ations. 
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ain— | 
< cars, the 


Iracle that we escan- 
a he said. “When we Weather 
hardly belive chat tse neem 
JE j 4eve Wat pile of junk had 
“Once been a train.” 
' A burly night cook named 
tojJ Charles P. Kosanke of Oakland, 
If The heat te. anak |xept up morale with his unsinkable 
[/in the stuffy bunk host unbearable | Bebe humor. Kosanke, who looks 
Ujured were Soe Sats but the invi\like Wallace Berry, suffered two 
1s ungly brave. “ broken legs and internal injuries, 
fa were) but his earthy wisecraks kept the! 
1em  stilj| | hospital train passengers smiling, 
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: atitor Who 
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ae seenred him to tl 
ance rode to t] 
te nd © to the hos rit 
i n, I talked with J Pao ‘Ser 
ah TA. €s, San 
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S. P. Train Crash 


12-Y ear-Old 
Boy Testifies 


A 12-year-old boy took the stand 


in the court of Federal Judge St. 
Sure to testify that, in his opinion, 
the wreck of the crack Southern 
Pacific City of San Francisco in 
August of 1939 was not the result | ® 
Of sabotage. ie 
Appearing with his father in be- | 
half of Mrs. Elinor Wallar and her |: 
husband, H. R. Wallar of Millbrae, | 


who are suing the Southern Pacific | 


for $30,000 damages, Joe Bell Jr. of | 


Beware, Nevada, testified that he’ 
'was one of the first to arrive at the’! 


scene of the wreck. i 
Haltingly, his blue eyes suffused 
with tears, the boy said he and JOE BELL JR. 


| 
*his father helped care for the 110 | One of first to see wreck 
injured and saw the 24 dead. [Ftv sae Que SR RRO Tae CnC alee 


Both father and son, who live on| What they were doing. 


&@ ranch about ten miles from the! In opposition: to the Bells’ testi- 
scene of the wreck, testified they|mony, the Southern Pacific called 
heard hammering on iron as they|as a witness Mrs. L. B. Deiley of 
approached, but it stopped suddenly Albuquerque, N. M., a passenger of 
as they approached a wrecked pas-|the train. She said that shortly 
senger car. |after the wreck she walked along 
The elder Bell said he saw three | the train and saw a rail that appar- 
or four section hands working on |ently was four or five inches out of 
the track under the ear, but said | line and a tie plate respiked. 
that as he neared, they stopped The case will go to Judge St. Sure 


and he was unable to see precisely |today for a decision. 


6 P.SUED IN 
~ OLD WRECK 


{ 
} 
: 


| Hederal Judge A. F. St. Sure ex-!| 
| pected to begin deliberation in San| 
Francisco today of a $30,000 damage} 
suit in connection with the fatal) 
‘wreck of the crack Southern Pacific | 
(train City of San Francisco 14) 
months ago. | 
The action was brought by Mr.| 
and Mrs. H. R. Wallar of Millbrae,| 
who called as their witnesses Joe! 
Bell, rancher of Beware, Nev., and 
jhis 12-year-old son, Joe Jr. Both 
said they were among the first at| 
the scene of the tragedy, which oc-| 
curred 10 miles from their ranch, | 
and helped care for the 24 dead andj 
110 injured. 


They said ‘in their opinion the} 
Eek Pace was not the result of sabotage. | 
Testifying they had seen section 
hands working under the car after 
the accident had occurred: 
| (The Southern Pacific company| 
called Mrs. lL, B. Deiley of Albu-| 
querque, N. M., in an effort to de- 
fend the company’s contention that 
the crackup had been caused by| 
‘Sabotage. Mrs. Deiley, a passenger 
on the train, said she walked along’ 
the car after the wreck and saw a 
rail four or five inches out of line 
near a respiked tie plate. 


n. 


Clarence J. Alexander, 24, 
of Cleo Springs, Okla., was 
questioned yesterday at 
Susanville about his pos- 
sible connection with the 
wrecking of the train City 
of San Francisco in 1939. 

. Wirephoto. 


Derailer’ to Be 
Quizzed by §.P. 


Confessed ‘Wrecker’ of 
Train to Be Taken 
To Scene of Crash 


SUSANVILLE, Nov. 22.— ws)—| 
|Clarence Alexander, 24, was taken) 
'to Carlin, Nev., today where South-| 
‘ern Pacific agents and Sheriff Olin| 
Johnson will check on the spot 
Alexander’s “confession” he wrecked | 
the passenger train “City of San | 
Francisco” August 12, 1939, killing | 
24 persons and injuring 108. | 

Alexander was in custody of| 
Sheriff Johnson and Dan O’Connell, | 
chief Southern Pacific special agent. | 
Other Southern Pacific representa-| 
tives accompanied the party, O’Con-| 
nell said the group will remain) 
overnight “in Carlin and visit the’ 
wreck scene with Alexander tomor- | 
row. | 

Carlin is 17 miles east of Harney, | 
| Nev., on the Humboldt River, where | 
ithe wreck occurred. ) 


=}! The investigators said they will| 





spend the entire day checking and || 
rechecking Alexander’s story he |j 
sabotaged the streamlined train so! 
he could steal passengers’ purses. 


Patt . % 
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By Harold Heroux 


(Staff Correspondent, International News) 


| 
| 
JULESBURG, Colo., Dec. 23 
(INS)—With the crack stream-|, 
jiner City of Los Angeles strewn | ¢ 
lover torn-up tracks four miles west|, 
of Julesburg, Sheriff Glen Goddard |, 
today opened an investigation to de-| 
‘termine whether the wreck was the 
‘work of a saboteur. 


By a fortunate twist of fate none}, 
of the luxury train’s 200 passengers | 
‘was killed. Six passengers and | 
crew members, however, suffered| 
‘serious injuries, mostly eractured) 
legs and arms, when hurled from 
|their berths late-last night. 
| 11 CARS OFF TRACKS 
Jammed with passengers home-| 
| bound for Christmas, the stream-| 
liner was derailed as it roared stone 
at a 45-mile-per-hour clip on the| 


. 


Cc 


Cheyenne, Wyo.-North Platte, Neb., 
ilink .of its Los Angeles-to-Chicago 
run. 

Eleven of the 18 cars were throwr! 
off the tracks. One car wound up| 
in a crazy heap on its side, at right} 
‘angles to the tracks. It was in this| 
car that most of the persons suf- 
fered injury. 

Union Pacific railroad officials 
said the wreck was caused by a 
“broken rail.” 

(In Omaha officials of the road 
said that, pending further investiga-| 
tion, they had no reason to believe} 
the wreck might have been due to 
sabotage.) 

POWER PLANT UNTOUCHED 

The first two units of the train, 
earrying the Diesel motor power 
plants, did not leave the ean) 

The last three cars of the City of} 
Los Angeles remained on the rails 
jand passengers in these cars said 
they felt “nothing more than some 
‘violent jerking.” 
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Southern Pacific Company 


~ Whose Jackets are These? 


Description of Brown Jacket: 

Man’s brown or tan Cossack style zipper jacket, size 38. Made by Packard Mfgr. Co., Des 
Moines, Iowa, of heavy Archer rubberized suede cloth, fleece finish on inner side. Converti- 
ble collar and two set-in slash pockets. 

When new thi§ jacket was seal brown in color, but when discovered by Officers the suede 
finish was worn off and the outside of the jacket appears as though made of tan canvas. 
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Description of Blue Jacket: 

Man’s dark Navy blue woolen zipper jacket, 33 ounce material, size 42. Made of Melton 
cloth, treated to repel snow and rain. It is unlined. Has button tab at collar and two set-in 
slash pockets. 

This jacket is ‘‘Hercules’’ brand, made for and sold by Sears Roebuck Company. 


Can you give any information about the identity of the persons who wore these Jackets? 


The evidence conclusively links these jackets with the persons who wrecked Southern Pacific Train No. 101, Streamliner ‘‘CITY 
OF SAN FRANCISCO,”’’ near Harney, Nevada, August 12, 1939, resulting in the death of 24 people and injuring 117. 


The Southern Pacific Company offers a REWARD OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000.00), for information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of the person or persons responsible for this crime. 

We need the help of every law abiding person in locating those responsible for this terrible crime. You may know the man or 
men who wore these jackets. You may even have seen them wearing the jackets. Any information you can furnish may be valuable 
in aiding to bring about the arrest and conviction of the vicious criminals. 


Here is the Story 


About 9:35 P.M., August 12, 1939, the Streamliner ‘“‘CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO” was derailed and wrecked near Harney, 
Nevada. This wreck was caused by some person or persons maliciously tampering with the track, on a curve near a bridge over the 
Humboldt River. The track spikes and angle bars connecting two rails at a joint in the track were removed by the vandals. The re- 
ceiving rail of the joint was moved toward the center of the track a distance of four and five-eighths inches, then spiked to the ties in 
this misplaced position. 

‘ When the “CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO” reached the point where the rail had been misplaced, it was derailed. Several cars in the 
tfain struck and demolished the bridge over the Humboldt River, causing the cars and the steel bridge structure to fall into the River, 
bringing death and injury to a total of one hundred and forty-one persons on this train. 


Help us capture those responsible for these deaths and injuries 


Study the pictures of the jackets carefully. Observe how the lower part of the blue jacket has been torn. Do you remember 
seeing anyone wearing a jacket with the back torn in this manner? Notice the sleeves of this blue jacket; they are also torn and 


appear to be worn badly. 

Notice the sewing at the upper corner of the right pocket, in the front view of the brown jacket. Also notice the sewing near 
the left shoulder, as shown in the rear view of this jacket. The stitch used is similar to that used on baseballs. Note the stitching 
on each sleeve of this brown jacket, from the elbows to the wrists. This is a running stitch, evenly spaced and neatly finished. 


_ REMEMBER, THE REWARD OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000.00) WILL BE PAID FOR INFQRMATION LEADING 
TO THE ARREST AND CONVICTION OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS TRAIN WRECK. , 


Communicate any information you may have to the undersigned. 


’ ° ; 
This circular supersedes previous circulars D. O CONNELL, Chief Special Agent, 
and increases the reward referred to in them Southern Pacific Company, 
a eee. 65 Market Street, 


San Francisco, California, March 25, 1940. San Francisco, California. 
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